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President fo leave for Tajikistan, 
Istrkmenistan Tomorrow 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — President Akbar Hashemi Rafean- 
» to start his official visit to the republics 

ajildstan and Turkmenistan on Friday. The 
president's visit is in response to the previous 
visits by the Tajik Pres ident Emomali Rakhma- 
nov and Turkmenistan President Saparmurat 
N *y azov v (Contd on Pg. 14 ) 
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Anti-Talebnn Fighters Seize 
Hiii-Tops on Salang Highway 

SA1ANG HIGHWAY, Afghanistan — Anti-Talefaan 
forces succeeded in grabbing key posts overlook- 
ing this crucial highway during a day of heavy 
fighting, journalists saw Wednesday. 

However, Taleban fighters claim they have held 
off a potentially crippling attack by foiling a moun- 
tain-top advance towards the Afghan capital which 
is 77 kilometers (48 miles) south of here. 

(Gontd on Pg.14) 



BAH-UL-MOQADDAS — Zion- 
ist authorises have demolished 
18 Palestinian homes in East 
' Bat-ul-Moqaddas since the stat 
of the year and another 114 are 
frreateried with destruction, a 
Palestinian official said Wednes- 
day. 

GAZA CTTY — Palestinian 
and U.S. officiate met Wednes- 
day to para the way for resumed 
security cooperation with Israel, 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said. ' 

MOSCOW — Chechen 
President Asian Maskhadov has 
promised a 100,000-dollar re- 
ward for information leading to 
the discovery of four Russian 
journalists kidnapped in Chech- 
nya two months ago, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported 
Wednesday. 

The president also appealed 
ip the famifies of the victims not 
to pay any ransom so as not to 
hamper an ongoing investigation 
on fie March 3 kidnapping. 

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
counter-espionage agents are 
hurting for a senior US. official 
suspected of spying Ibr Israel, 
the Washington Jtost reported 
Wednesday. 

LAHORE, PAKISTAN — 
Azim Tariq, head of Sipah-i-Sa- 
hafaa, Pakistan’s main Sunni ex- 
tremist party, 'vas arrested here 
Tuesday, police sources said. 

Tariq, a deputy at the Puygab 
provincial assembly, was ar- 
rested under fie maintenance of 
public order act 'he sources said 
wfthout giving cecils of what 
charges he faces. 


Velayati Confers With 

Lebanese, Syrian Officials 


Tehran Times Sendee 
TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati ar- 
rived on Wednesday in Damascus 
where he was welcomed by his 
Syrian counterpart Faruq al- 
Shara. 


from President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani and Iranian Vice Presi- 
dent Hassan Habibi to the Prime 
Minister of Lebanon io attend the 
eighth suTimit of the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
scheduled to b-s held in Tehran in 


Tehran-Beirui relations, regional 
developments and the probtems of 
the world of Islam. 

Velayati and Hariri also called 
for boosting of economic relations 
and joint cooperation of the two 
countries in international forums 


Iran Will Not Submit 
to Bullying Powers 





HRAWI 

Velayati, who arrived from 
Lebanon, deliyered to Syrian 
President Hafez al-Assad a mes- 
sage from Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani on regional 
developments. 

- Jb Beirut on Tuesday, Velayati 
said Iran was holding talks with 
Lebanon and Syria to face the 
“atrocities and arrogance" of the 
government of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, which 
has put the region in "a very dif- 
ficult and dangerous situation.” 

On the second day of his stay in 
Beirut, Velayati held talks with 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafic 
Hariri on Wednesday. 

Velayati extended an invitation 


ASSAD 

December. 

Hariri hoped that the upcoming 
OIC summit would be held in Te- 
hran successfully with positive re- 
sults for the world of Islam. 
Velayati and Hariri reviewed 


VELAYATI 

especially in fie OIC and the Non- 
Aligned Movement (NAM). 

While in Beirut, Velayati gave 
President Elias Hrawi an invita- 
tion to attend an Islamic summit in 
,(Conld on Pg. 14) 


Kinkel: Germany Opposes 
Israel’s Settlement Policies 


MAILIS-E-AZA 


ssalamu Alaika Y a Aba AbdQlah Husain Mvloom.The annual 

^ Mounting ceremony in Urdu language for fie Martyr of 
Karbala, Imam Husain (A.S.), are to be held at Hussaunyeh 
Samen-ul-Aimma. Tuning: 21:30 Hrs., every night from Mohhanun 
1-12 (May 8-19). On Ashura, May 17th the majlis will start on 10:00 
A.M. While tte Sham-erGjsariban ceremony will he held immediately 
offer fie evening prayers. Hojjatoleslam Seyed Husn-ul-Hasan of India 
wiO addressed fie gatherings. 

As usual arrangements have also been made for exclusive ‘Majlis 
for Ladies' at the following address: 

Block 41vKocfce lfteqar, Khayaban-e-Vali Asr, (before Motahhari 
SL) Timing: Mohhanun 1-9, 11 & 12, 10:30 A.M., on Ashura 4 P.M. 

I Haji Mohammad Husain KanjL 

Hussaimyeh Address: Khayaban-e-l5lh Khordad Gharbi, Koche 
Adalatkfaa, Koche AJazeghi. 

Td: 5625541 -- 


LUXOR, Egypt — German For- 
eign Minister Klaus Kinkel as- 
sured Egypt on Wednesday that 
his country opposes Israeli settle- 
ment policies, which have halted 
the Middle East peace process. 

He made the remarks ata news 
conference after meeting for 
nearly two hours with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in this 
southern city, which is known for 
its Pharaonic temples and tombs. 

Mubarak is due to travel to Ger- 
many May 23 for an official visit. 

Egypt was angered fiat Ger- 
many abstained from voting in the 
UN General Assembly on April 
25, when Arabs pushed through a 


resolution demanding a halt to Is- 
raeli construction of a new neigh- 
borhood for Jews in Arab East 
Bait-ill -Moqaddas by an over- 
whelming 134-3 vote. 

Kinkel said the issue was a big 
part of his talks with Mubarak. 

He said Germany considered 
the resolution put forward in the 
General Assembly as unbalanced, 
prompting fie abstention. But, he 
added: 44 We are definitely against 
the settlement policies and we sup- 
port fie Arab stand." 

He did not elaborate. 

Foreign Minister Amr Mussa 
tokl the joint news conference with 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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Competent native English speakers 
needed for teaching positions. 

38 S’®. ^afaz” US'S.,, J&n re. 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Supreme Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatol- 
lah Seyed Ail Khamenei, here 
Wednesday said that under no cir- 
cumstances Iranian nation wilt 
surrender to interventionist poli- 
cies of arrogant powers. 

Addressing the bereaved fami- 
lies of the martyred commanders 
of fie Islamic Revolution Guard 
Corps (1RGC) and 36,000 martyrs 
of Tehran Province who took part 
in fie Congress for the Com- 
memoration of the martyrs, the 
Leader criticized those who try to 
appease the West through their 
startlements. He said that it is the 
West which should try to adapt its 
opinion to that of Islam. On the 
elections, he stressed that the Ira- 
nian nation will not cast vote for 
fie candidates who may show even 
a hk of flexibility toward fie U.S., 
Western interference, foreigners* 
political and cultural aggressions. 

People will cast their votes for 
a candidate who maintains a hard 
stance against the U.S. and fie 
expansionist policies of the arro- 
gant powers. 

The Leader touched on fie ene- 
mies’ attempts to establish a foot- 
hold in Iran’s cultural and political 
affairs and said that the Iranian 
nation will hold last to its Islamic 
principles and that fie world 
should know that our nation fol- 
lows up the enemies’ attempt vigi- 
lantly and will resist the arrogant 
and interventionists policies. 

The Iranian nation has shown 
that it will not retreat even a single 
step from its legitimate stance and 
that it will not trample down fie 
basic principle of Islam to appease 
fie enemies. 

The Leader further alluded to 
fie hue and cry, fie Western mass 
media has lunched against the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran, accusing 
her of violation of women rights, 
democracy, human rights, and 


supporting the liberation move- 
ments, saying that fie U.S.-led 
arrogant powers themselves have 
no respect for human rights. They 
merely use these concepts as tools 
to crack down on those nations and 
governments tbafckesist their bul- 
lying. For instance, when the 
Bathist -egiroe of Iraq employed 
chemical weapons against the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran in the 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 

Kashmir Hostages 
Killed by 
Separatist Group 

SRINAGAR, India — Four West- 
erners seized by separatists in 
troubled Kashmir 21 months ago 
have been killed by their captors, 
a top militant told Indian interro- 
gators. officials said Wednesday. 

Abdul Mateeo, a district com- 
mander of pro-Pakistan Harkat-ul- 
Ansar who was arrested following 
a gunbattle Monday, told Border 
Security Forces (BSF) that fie four 
hostages were killed by the Al- 
Faran separatist group. 

“All fie four foreigners were 
killed and buried in the forest area 
ofWadwan, Magam Rakh in south 
Kashmir," Mateen, a Pakistan 
resident tokl the BSF officers. 

But the BSF sources who were 
interrogating Mateen, said the 
militant could be misleading them 
as most of the details he had re- 
vealed were already known and he 
could be repeating bear-say. 

The German Foreign Ministry 
said Wednesday it had no evidence 
the four Westerners were dead, 
and that it therefore was assuming 
they were still alive. 

A spokeswoman said reports of 
fie death of the four had not been 
confirmed. (AFP) 
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Imam Khomeini 
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In file Same of Sod 


T hey wUI *wear to 
you by Allah when 
you return to them 
so that you may turn 
aside from them; so do 
turn aside from them; 
steely they are unclean 
and their abode b heft a 
recompense for what 
they earned. 

(HOLY QORAN) (0:95) 


TEHR AN TliVlES 

Amrollahi Elaborates on IAEO 
Achievements 





Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iran has succeeded 
in production of radio pharmaceu- 
tics used in nuclear medicine, an- 
nounced Head of Iran's Atomic 
Energy Organization (IAEO) 
Reza Amrollahi here Tuesday. 

Speaking at the first confab of 
Iranian scientists living abroad, 
Amrollahi said Iran is capable of 
producing industrial energetic 
forces and has provided its indus- 
tries with 120,000 industrial ra- 
dioactive-forces during the First 
Five-Year Development Plan. 

Sooreh Film 
Festival Ends 
in Isfahan 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Fourth Sooreh 
International Film and Video Film 
Festival concluded its work in Is- 
fahan on Tuesday, IRNA re- 
ported. 

At the closing ceremony, 
awards were presented to the best 
films. 

The festival jury in a statement 
read at the closing session termed 
the festival as an appropriate for 
rum for the young to display their 
talents. 

Prizes including Golden Ga- 
zelle statuettes, plaques of honor 
and Azadi gold coins were 
awarded to the best works selected 
by the jury. 

Ten films were selected for 
awards out of about 28 films foam 
14 countries participating in the 
festival. The countries included 
the Netherlands, the U.S., France, 
China, Switzerland, Australia, 
and Belgium. 

20 video films were also chosen 
from among 269 video films which 
were screened at competition sec- 
tion of the festival. 


World’s Biggest Importer 
1 ol Wheel! 

* ccording to figures published by the International Grains 
flLCouncil (IGQ, Iran is emerging as the world's biggest 
importer of wheat in the current year. 

The 1GC estimates indicate that Iran's import of wheat 
amounts to 6.6 million tons of wheat and flour in the 12 months 
tp June 30, 1997, while the figures for 1995-96 was 3.0 million. 

If the estimates happen to be current, the officials concerned 
should give proper reasons for the increase in our wheat import 
•over one year. 

We are aware of the fact that decline in the current year's 
rainfall and earthquakes that devastated massive farmlands 
across the country have left negative impacts on our wheat 
production. 

However, the doubling of wheat imports in one year is very 
much alarming, for dependance on foreign countries for food- 
stuff, especially a staple diet, is more dangerous than depend- 
ence on others for any other commodity. 

Dependence on foreign countries for staple diet in certain 
cases can even lead to a political crisis in the country, threaten- 
ing the whole Islamic system. 

(Contd on P^. 14) 


ATTENTION ALL 
RESEARCHERS, INNOVATORS 
AND INDUSTRIALISTS 

2ND RUSSIAN ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGIES EXHIBITION 


In order to improve the existing industries of the country and 
establish advanced technology, the 2nd Russian Advanced 
Technologies Exhibition will be held in Tehran’s permanent 
grounds of exhibitions from May 10 to 15, 1997. Some 150 
articles will be presented in the fields mentioned below by 
more than 80 researchers and scientists participating in die fair. 

* Aerospace Industries * power Engineering * Radars and SatelKes 

* Power Plants * Medical Engineering * Ship Bunding 

* System Control * Navigation * Microelectronics 

* Optics * Electronics * Laser 

* Biotechnology * Robots * Communications 

Over 19 scientific lectures, informative leaflets in different languages and 
interpreters will facilitate researchers to exchange views. 
Meanwhile, Iranian Research Organization for Science and Technology (IROST) 
is ready to invest in the joint ventures, initiated by Iranian professors, 
researchers and innovators at universities and research centers, either 
governmental or non-governmental, with Russian scientific centers in the fields 
needed in the country regarding technology transferring. 
Intepested parties are invited to contact 
Exhibition Secretariat at IROST through 
Phone/Fax No.: 333 3333 


2nd 


Communications 


On achievement of IAEO, he 
said (hat the organization has set 
up 16 chemistry labs, labs for 
measuring radioactivity of radio 
pharmaceutics and a unit for pro- 
duction of iodine 123. Meanwhile 
it has established the Center for 
Research and Application of Radio 
Process in Yazd, Central Iran. 

LAEO has also undertaken 
building the Second Tokamak 
Unit, he added. 

According to Amrollahi, in die 
past 17 years the Center for Laser 
Research of IAEO has also suc- 
ceeded in setting up the production 
line for laser sets and has produced 
200 laser sets. 


Velayati: Zionist Regime Has No 
Limit for Hegemonic Policies 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Zionist regime 
has no limit for its hegemonic and 
expansionist policies, the visiting 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Ak- 
bar Velayati said in Beirut on 
Wednesday. 

In an interview with IRNA cor- 
respondent, he added that coun- 
tries which initially had some 
illusions about the compromise 
talks have now realized the aggres- 
sive nature of Israel. 

Palestine, Lebanon and other 
regional Muslim states have been 
alarmed by the recent measures of 
the U.S. and Israel, Velayati said 


adding cooperation among re- 
gional countries to counter Ife Is- 
raeli- conspiracy particularly its 
recent moves in foe occupied ter- 
ritories is a xnusL 

On Turkey-Israd military co- 
operation, he said that Lebanese 
and Egyptian officials have ex- 
pressed their cancenx over foe in- 
creased c ooper a tion between foe 
two countries. 

Ankara-Tel Aviv military co- 
operation has compelled the re- 
gional countries to consider 
consolidating their ranks in order 
to confront plots of thelLS. and 
Israel. Therefore, the rightfulness 
(Contd on Pg. 14)' 


Pakistani Air Force Commander Confers Wild Shaiibaii 



KHATAK 
Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Visiting Pakistani 
Air Force Commander Moham- 
mad Abbas Khatak here on Tues- 
day met with Iranian Chief of Joint 
Staff General Ali Shahbazi. 

During the visit Marshal 
Khatak pointed out that the people 
of Pakistan wholeheartedly love' 


and respect the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, and that it is a source of 
pride for him to visit the Iranian 
officials. 

Marshal Khatak further reiter- 
ated that Iran and Pakistan enjoy 
deep-rooted relations which are 
inspired from good nesghborliness 
between the two countries.. 

He added that exchange of offi- 
cials between the two countries 
would pave the way for upgrading 
Tehran -Is lama bad relations in the 
future. 

The Pakistani Air Force com- 
mander underlined that Islamic 
Republic of Iran has always been 
beside Pakistan, lAfag thaf Iran 
has always assisted his country in 
time of natural disasters such as 
flood and earthquakes. 

Referring to cultural, social 
and political commonalties be- 
tween foe two countries, Khatak 
"raid that his country is eager to 

IN THE NAME OF GOD 



. SHAHBAZI 
share Iran '^experience in ai I pos- 
sible fields particularly in the area 
of aviation technology. 

The Iranian Chief of Joint 
Staff, for his part termed foe out- 
come of his vial with Marshal 
Khatak as fruitful and called for 
development of bilateral relations 
between the two coqntries. 


ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF FRAN 

MINISTRY OF ENERGY 
Deputy Minister of Energy 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

SUPPLY OF TEN ENERGY AUDIT BUSES 
FULLY EQUIPPED WITH MEASURING INSTRUMENTS 

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information from and inspect the bidding 
documents at the office of the Energy Efficiency 
Organization of Iran (SABA), No. 42, RoShan Street, 
Felestin^ Shomali Ave., Tehran, I.R. of Iran. 

Tel No.: (+9821) 8811195-6 
Fax No. : (+9821) 8801759 

A complete set of bidding documents may be 
purchased by interested bidders on the submission 
of a written application to the above address. 

The bidders should send the letter of interest by fax 
no later than May 14, 1997 to above fax No. 
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Discuses to Be Exempt From Premiums 


. Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani, in a speech 
yesterday marking the first anni- 
versary of the establishment of 
the Foundation: for Special Dis- 
eases, singled! out sufferers of 
thalessemia, hemophilia, mal- 
functions of tiie kidney and can- 
cer as being entitled to exemption 
from the payment of insurance 
premiums.. _ 


He said the expenses for the 
tr®alment and cure of these dis- 
ea *s are exhorbitant and most 
often out of the reach of the pa- 
tients. 

He also expressed the govern- 
ment’s readiness to render any 
load of cooperation required by 
charitable organizations in their 
activities to help these patients 
and also called on the people to 
render their assistance. 


1 Oth International Book Fair, 
4th Press Festival Wind Un 
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IntT Seminar on Neurosurgery 
to Open in Bandar Anzali 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — An Interrinlirmnl 
Seminar on Neurosurgery (bntin, 
nerves and spinal cord) is to be 
held in Bandar Anzali next year, 
the Secretary of the; Federation of 
World Neurosurgeons announced 
on Tuesday. - 

The seminar, to be attended by 
world renown neurosurgeons, is. 

(Mdreu Under 5 to Be 


. the subject of talks in progress 
between the governor of Gilan 
Province and die federation in a 
bid to prepare the ground for the 
holding of the conference. 

The secretary further said that 
certain measures for the accom- 
modation of guests have already 
been taken but the exact date of 
the conference has not been set 



TEHRAN (May 7) — Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri awards statuettes of honor to the Tehran Times' photographers Abbas 
Kowsari (R) and Abbas Takin (L) who were elected as the best photographers at the 4th Press Festival. 

Tehran Times Service The Majlis speaker accompa- in charge of press and propaga- Ash’ari, however, said that 

TEHRAN — 10th Tehran Inter- nied by Minister of Culture and lion, Ali Akbar Ash’ari said that there are currently many financial 

national Book Fair and the 4th Islamic Guidance Mostara Mir- the Ministry has so far granted nmkiAmc ferine fe« nrwK in fee 


Press Festival wound up here 
Wednesday in presence of Majlis 
Speaker Hojjatoleslam Ali Akbar 
Nateq Nouri. 


IRNA Stresses Neutrality in 
Coverage of Presidential Elections 


nationwide 


' Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Children under five 
are to be vaccinated against polio 
at health care centres nationwide 
on May 9, said Director General 
of Health Education Department 
of the Health Ministry Shojai- 
zodeh here on Wednesday, IRNA 
reported. ^ ^ . 


TEHRAN — The Islamic Repub- 
lic. News Agency (IRNA) 
Wednesday stressed importance 
of neutral, balanced and exten- 
sive news production and coverage 
of presidential elections in order 
to preserve and heighten the spirit 
of participation and national rec- 
onciliation in the country. 

Deputy wmnig ing director for 
news affeirs of IRNA, Hussein 
Montazer-Mo’oud added here 


Wednesday that within the frame- 
work of the decisions of IRNA’s 
high council, the organization 
will continue the policy of bal- 
anced news coverage in the same 
way it did during the Sth Majlis 
elections. 

He told the meeting of the edi- 
torial board of IRNA that the 
agency will try to avoid any com-, 
mentaries or news analyses in fa- 
yor of pertain groups or. factions.. 


___ Call On Professors, ___ 
£rn§ Scientists and flKh 

Researchers 

Interested in Production ot Artificial Rain 

On the basis of file recent emphasis of the President for further study on methods of 
impregnation of clouds for production of artificial rain and in order to benefit from 
science and experiences available in the field, the minister of industries has instructed 
the Center for Research and Studies on impregnation of Rain to perform the following: 

1. Using scientific opinions and experiences of domestic experts 

2. Benefiting from the science and experience of pioneer nations on impregnation of 
clouds 

3. Performing extensive research and studies on meteorology and climates in order to 
acquire further information on the subject 

4. Communicating with different scientific, academic and executive branches which 
one way or another are connected with cloud impregnation and production of artificial 
rain 

5. Making necessary conclusions and finding the best suitable methods for pilot 
implementation of cloud impregnation in several regions in the country 
Therefore, we call on all professors and researchers who have theoretical or practical 
experiences in the field or have written articles on the subject or have established 
opinion in this connection to communicate with us at the following telephone numbers 
and address, in order that wc can profit from their opinions, experiences or services 
for realization of this objective in the near future for further development of our Islamic 
nation. 

Center for Research and Studies 
on Impregnation of Clouds 

First Floor, Seismological Building, the Administrative 
Complex of the Province, Opposite Jahangardi Hotel, 
DaneshjooBlvd., Yazd, P.0. Box 89195-611 
Telephone Nos. 24900 - 29900 


The Majlis speaker accompa- 
nied by Minister of Culture and 
Islamic Guidance Mostara Mir- 
salim, several deputy ministers 
and a group of Majlis repre- 
sentatives, inspected several for- 
eign and domestic sfewfe before 
the closing ceremony. 

Nateq Nouri also awarded the 
plaque of honor to 34 best works 
of the press and several foreign 
and domestic publishers. 

Speaking at the closing cere- 
mony, minister of culture and Is- 
lamic guidance elaborated on the 
performance of the 10th Tehran 
International Bode Fair and the 
4th Press Festival and appreci- 
ated the relentless efforts made by 
the organizers of die fair and the 
festival. 

Meanwhile Deputy Minister 
of Culture and Islamic Guidance 


in charge of press and propaga- 
tion, Ali Akbar Ash’ari said that 
the Ministry has so far granted 
746 license for bringing out peri- 
odicals. He added that growing 
number of publications will pro- 
duce positive impacts on the 
country's public culture. 


Ash’ari, however, said that 
there are currently many financial 
problems facing the press in the 
country. 

In conclusion, the Secretary of 
the 4th Press Festival, Ali En- 
tezari, read the declaration of die 
festival's jury to the audience. 


Iran- Japan Relations Improving 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Managing Director 
of Iran-Japan Association Toru 
Nonaka in Tokyo Wednesday 
lauded the consolidating relations 
between his country and the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran, an IRNA 
report said. 

He expressed regret that incli- 
nation of Japanese press towards 
American media and absence of 
sufficient information on Iran pre- 


vent (he Japanese people from get- 
ting acquainted with the I ranian 
culture. 

By publishing a bulletin, offer- 
ing Persian language courses and 
arranging group tours to Iran, the 
association has tried to provide 
information to die Japanese who 
are interested in Iranian civiliza- 
tion, he said. 

Over 60 companies are mem- 
bers of the association set up 43 
years ago. 
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Preadent Outlines Achievements of Isfahan Visit “ 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashemi Ralsanjanj outlined the 
achievement of his one-day visit to 
Isfahan upon arrival here yester- 
day. 

President termed as ‘Very in- 
teresting'* inauguration of urban 
development projects in Isfahan 
and said Isfahan is pioneer in ur- 
ban development in Iran’s recent 
history. 

In the course of his one-day trip 
to Isfahan president inugu rated 
‘Nirou-Klor* Plant of Isfahan, the 
first phase of expansion plan at the 
Mobarakeh Steel Complex, Isfa- 
han Coal Tar Refinery and a num- 
ber of other projects. 

He said at a ceremony on the 

IDB Approves 
Loan 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The Islami c Develop- 
ment Bank has approved a $-2-mil- 
lion grant for reconstruction of 
quake devastated educational cen- 
ters and schools in Ardebil and 
Khorasan provinces of Iran, Iran’s 
Ambassador to the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
Sabah Zangeneh said on Wednes- 
day. 

Speaking to IRNA, he said that 
the allocation of the sum was rati- 
fied in the recent meeting of the 
excudve managers of IDB. 

The sum is apart from the 
$300,000 already paid by die IDB 
as an emergency aid to Iran’s Red 
Crescent Society to meet the re- 
quirements of the quake stricken 
areas. 


same occasion that the industrial 
potential of Iran is very promising 
and added that Isfahan province of 
Iran is Very brisk in that respect. 

The projects that started opera- 
tion during his visit to the province , 
will supply basic materials to na- 
tional industries. 

On Tuesday, be also decorated 
two industry managers with na- 
tional medals. Among the group of 
nine were ex-director of Mo- 
barakeh Steel Complex Moham- 
mad Hassan Erfanian, and his 
successor Ahmad-Ali Harati. 

President Rafsanjani also su- 
pervised ground-picking opera- 
tions for two cultural projects in 
Isfahan. They were the venue of 
the central library of the city and 


the second floor of the buildings at 
the Emam Square in the city. A 
budget allocation of 10.6 billion 
rials has already been made for the 
two projects. 

The two projects are to be im- 
plemented under supervision of 
the local department of National 
Heritage Organization of Iran. In 
all. as may as 20 industrial projecs 
with a total budget allocation of 94 
billion rials and an additional 10.2 
million in dollars. Of those plants 
some belong to tfae public sector 
and others to private investors, in 
all creating 1,140 jobs for local 
people. The plants were mainly in 
the area of food production, auto- 
motive parts manufacture and ce- 
ment and medical appliances. 


Gharazi Addresses Telecom 
Seminar in Shanghai 



Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Iran’s Minister of 
Post, Telegraph and Telephone 
(PTT), Mohammad Gharazi, 
stressed Wednesday in Shanghai 
that the progress in the communi- 
cation network in die world has 
maria an invaluable contribution to 
removing die differences between 
underdeveloped and developed 
countries. 

Speaking at the opening session 
of die Seminar on Strategic Devel- 
opment of Telecommunications in 
Asia and die Pacific, Gharazi said 
that the world has entered a new 
era with the growth in telecommu- 
nication technology in recent dec- 
ades, IRNA reported. 

This swift progress has led to 
people making more correct deci- 
sion and thereby ensuring a 
brighter future, he added. 

Gharazi pointed out that while 
world communication has been ef- 
fective in decision-making by 
world leaders, the development of 
this technology has put under seri- 
ous question many of the events in 
the past like the production of 
atomic bombs and chemical weap- 
ons. 

He emphasized that the devel- 
opment of this technology will in 
the future help people make a more 
logical approach to natural disas- 

IK THE KAAtE OF GOII 



ters and the. difficulties arising out 
of it. 

The seminar which is being 
held at the proposal of the Asia-Pa- 
cific Telecommunity (APT), is be- 
ing attended by ministers from 20 
nations. 

The APT is a regional organi- 
zation set up in 1979 and is a 
subsidiary of the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU). 
At present, this union has 29 mem- 
bers, 33 affiliated members and 4 
associated members. 

The objectives of the APT in- 
cludes scientific and technical 
studies in expanding telecommuni- 
cations technology, encouraging 
the coordination of technical 
standards within the region and 
creating useful methods in using 
telecommunication services. 


INVITATION FOR TENDER 

MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY INTENDS TO PURCHASE 40,000 KG FLAME 
RETARDANT FLAMASTIC. 

INTERESTED BIDDERS SHOULD SEND LETTER OF INTEREST TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE TENDER TO FOLLOWING ADDRESS, NOT LATER THAN 20/5/97. 
MOBARAKEH STEEL COMPANY, 

75 KM SOUTHWEST OF ESFAHAN MOBARAKEH 
ESFAHAN, IRAN 

RAW MATERIALS & ENERGY PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 




TEL: 


& 312264 MSCO iR 

MOBARAKEH STEEL COMAPNY 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The 26th Asian 
Clearing Union (ACCJ) Board of 
Directors Meeting was held in the 
Central Bank of tfae Islamic Re- 
public of Iran on Monday. 

Mohsen Nourbakhsh Governor 
of the Central Bank of Iran, who 
is the chairman of the ACU for 
the year 1997, presided over the 
meeting. 

Governors from Nepal Rastra 
Bank, and deputy governors from 
Bangladesh Bank, Reserve Bank 
of India, the Central Bank of My- 
anmar, the State Bank of Pakistan 
and Central Bank of Sri Lanka 
with some alternate directors from 
the member countries attended the 
meeting. 

The acting general manager of 
the ACU and tfae representative of 
ESCAP were also pressenL at the 
meeting . 

In his inaugural address, Nour- 
bakhsh touched upon a number of 
important issues relating to the 
world economic situation as well 
as those relating to Iran. He also 
traced the brief histoiy of the ACU 
-and commented on its perform- 
ance over the years. In particular 
he noted with satisfaction that, 
there has ».ct been a single default 
in the track r word ACU over the 
last 21 years, which implied that 
foe mechanism pro- ided a safe and 
risk-free envirom .cl for settle- 
ment of intra regional trade. He 
felt that the fact needed to be given 
appropriate publicity which wold 
help in expansion of the intra — 
ACU trade and attracting new 
members to the union. 

While referring to the issue of 
enlargement of the membership of 
the ACU, he noted the positive 
outcome of the recent initiatives 
and stressed on die need to con- 
trinue such efforts in the future. 

Nourbakhsh pointed out that 
some CIS countries have concl- 
uded trilateral payment agree- 
ments wjth Iran and suggested that 
upon successful operation of these 
agreements, their integration with 
the ACU may possible. 

The issue of expansion of the 
membership of the ACU was 
thereafter disussed in detail and 
certain potential members were 
identified. It was decided that the 
future chairman of the ACU would 
continue the efforts to convince 
the potential members, of the ad- 
vantages of joining the ACU and 
should disparry the apprehensions 
which some of the potential mem- 
bers might have. 

The general manager presented 


the annual report which highil- 
ghted the member countries eco- 
nomic performances, the volume 
of intra-ACU trade, and thi debtor 
and creditor position*, of individ- 
ual members. 

The report indicated an in- 
crease of 17 percent in the trans- 
action during 1996 as compared to 
the previous year. 

The board decided that for each 
annual board meenting a topic 
which is of common interest and 
concern to the central banks, for 
example monetary policy, bal a nce 
of payments, exchange rate 
arrrangements ecL, may be se- 
lected for discussion and exchan- 
ge of experiences of the member 
countries. For the annual meeting 
to be held in 1998, the subject of 



“balance of payments” vis se- 
lected. 

The .governors of State Baft of 
Pakistan and Nepal Rastn Bank 

were selected as chairman tad vice 

c h airman of the ACU respec- 
tively, for the yen .1998. 


First Phase of Imam Khomeini 
International Airport Operational lot Year 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Official in charge of 
the Imam Khomeini International 
Airport project* Amir Hossein 
Tavakkoli, here on Wednesday 
said that the first phase of the 
project will be operational by May 
1998. Nearly 4.$ million air pas- 
sengers would travd to and from 
the airport annually once tfae first 
phase of the project goes on 
stream. 

Speaking at a press conference, 
Tavakkoli said that the project is 
being backed financially by the 
Ministry of Roads and Transpor- 
tation. 

He said that the total costs of 
die project was initially estimated 
to be $70 million, however, he 
added that through untiring efforts 
of local experts, the figure is re- 
duced to $3 million. 


Elaborating ou the construction j 
status of the project, TxvakkoG j 
said that the construction works of 
the project started in April 1996, 
adding that remarkable progress 
has been made within a short pe- 
riod since the strut of the works. 

Tavakkoli noted that tfae find \ 
nominal capacity of the airport's 
passenger handling will reach Is j 
40 miflion passengers per year. Be ; 
further said that the airpert will be ; 
expanded in its capacity m farther 
phases through revenae a out of 
the first phase operation. 

Referring to die im port an ce cf 
the airport at international level, 
Tavakkoli said that die airport s 
the most appropriate place ft* 
linking the country to eastern an 
western parts of the 'world. 

He concluded by saying (hi 
Imam Khomeini International Air 
port enjoys all world-class facili- 
ties and equipment. 
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A view of control tower of Imam Khomeini International Airport 


The following table shows the foreign exchange rates in rials as released byfiie Central 

Bank ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran on Wednesday, May 7, 1997. 

COUNTRY UNIT noatin g Rates Export 

buy sell 



Australia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Holland 

Italy 

japan 

Sweden 

UAE 

UK 

US. 


dollar 

schilling 

(100) francs 

dollar 

krone 

franc 

mark 

guilder 

(100) liras 

(100) yen 

krone 

dirham 

pound 

dollar 


1,364 

144 

4,902 

1,268 

265 

299 

1,011 

898 

102 

1,388 

221 

476 

2,859 

1,750 


1,372 

145 

4,930 

14176 

267 

301 

1,016 

903 

103 

1,396 

223 

479 

2,876 

1,755 


Export-Pa^ 

BUYf : : ; i^ 


2,342 

247 

8/416 

2,177 

456 

514 

1,735 

1,542 

175 

2,283 

380 

818 

490? 

3,000 
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Kasparov in Awe of Chess-Playing Computer 


MAY 8, 1997 


NEW YORK ~ World chess 
d»npion Garry Kasparov has 
called supercomputer Deep Blue 
an “alien opponent*' but on Tues- 
day he said it was playing tike a 
tod. 

The best player in the history of 
the ancient game has suffered the 
double embarassment of need- 
lessly resigning to the IBM system 
on Sunday and then being held to 
a draw iaTnesday's third game of 
their six-game rematch despite the 
advantage of the white pieces. 

“The scientists are saying that 
Deep Blue is only calculating, but 
it has showed signs of intelli- 
gence, ” said Kasparov, who had 
no advance information on his op- 
ponent and has labeled it alien. 

The $1.1 mfllioa match is tied 
at l-l/2 / pomts each and Kasparov 
will have to (day wife-foe black 
pieces in two out of the three re- 
maining games. One point is 


awarded for a win and a 1/2 point 
for a draw. Playing with white has 
the advantage of the first move, 
much like holding serve in tennis. 

The revelation that the Russian 
gave up cm Sunday in what was in 
feet a drawn position, dominated 
and overshadowed the third game 
of die contest, a closely fought 
draw out of an En glish opening 
that ended with Deep Blue's pro- 
gramers accepting Kasparov's 
draw offer after almost 4-1/2 
hours at the board. 

“It reminds me of the fenwiis 
goal that Maradona scored against 
England in 86. He said it was ‘the 
band of GodV* stated Kasparov, 
referring to a goal one of the 
world's greatest socoer players, 
Diego Maradona of Argentina, 
scored in the 1986 World Cup in 
•Mexico. 

Maradona illegally used his 
hand to punch the ball into the net 


Bulls 100, Hawks 97 


CHICAGO —The Chicago Rolls 
lost their coed. They lost Dennis 
Rodman, too. Itey didn’t lose die 
game, however, thanks to Scottie 
Pippen and Michael Jordan. 

Pippen capped a 29-point game 
by making a go-ahead 3-pointer 
with 43.9-seconds left and Jordan 
scored 34 points Tuesday ni^x as 
" Chicago opened the Eastern Con- 
ference semifinals with a 100-97 
victory over die Atlanta Hawks. 

The defending NBA champions 
. rall ie d from a 16-paint third-quar- 
ter deficit despite Rodman's ejec- 
tion for two technical fouls.'Toni 
Kukoc also was assessed a techni- 
cal, and the Bulls spent a good 
ehmlr of the gaftie either whining 
to foe officials or trying to calm 
each other down. 

But not all the BoDs lost their 
composure. . 


Pippen’s sixth 3-pointer of foe 
game, after taking a hasdoff from 
Lnc Longley and curling around a 
Longley pick, snapped a 97-all tie 
_ and finished foe scoring. 

The Hawks couldn't take ad- 
vantage of Langley's two misguti 
free throws with 34.5 left 

and Jordan's missed layup with 10 
s eco n ds to go as Mooirie Blaylock 
spoiled an otherwise outstanding 
individual performance. 

Blaylock, who had career play- 
off highs with 31 points ind 12 
rebounds, badly missed a 3- 
pointer with about 35 seconds left, 
stepped out of bounds after talcing 
aninboonds pass with 32 seconds 
to go and shot an airball on a 
3-paint attempt at foe buzzer. 

Chicago will play host for game 
2 Thursday before foe best-of-7 
series, shifts to Atlanta. (Reuter) 




NEW YORK, United States (May 6): World chess champion Gary 
Kasparov ponders his next move in New York in third game 
against the IBM Deep Blue computer. Kasparov will play a total 
of six games against the computer. The match is tied at one win 
each. 


but the infraction was not spotted 
by the referee and the goal 
counted. 

“Suddenly you know it played 
like a god for one particular mo- 
ment (in the second game)," an 
animated Kasparov told hundreds 
of spectators after Tuesday's 
game. It was unclear whether he 
was accusing the IBM team of 
cheating or just awed fay the com- 
puter's performance. 

The Russian’s remarkable and 
rare oversight was a reminder to 
human players that their emotions 
can be a handicap in clashes with 
machines. 

Several leading grandmasters 
atliniwwl that they too had initially 
the continuation that would 
have saved the day for Kasparov. 
It was left to an unfilled player in 
an Internet chat room to claim the 
credit for unlocking foe problem. 

Deep Blue's program ers also 
said it had not calculated the 
moves correctly during the game, 
something Kasparov described as 
“very human from my point of 
view.'* 

Grandmasters intensely de- 
bated bow the strongest player in 
chess history overlooked a se- 
quence of moves that would have 
forced a draw Sunday and main- 
tained his lead in the match. 

Instead, foe 34-year-old Rus- 


(AFP PHOTO. t_ 

Deep Blue’s 45th move and the 
match was tied at one win each. 
Kasparov defeated the machine 
Saturday in the first game. 

Chess experts, almost without 
exception described Sunday's 
game as the best performance ever 
by a computer, likening it to the 
style of top human players. 

Kasparov was forced by Deep 
Blue to defend with his black 
pieces for almost four hours and 
looked tired and demoralized. 

“The computer has an advan- 
tage, it does not have this body of 
emotions. We humans get de- 
pressed," grandmaster Yasser 
Seirawan of the United States said. 
“The computer doesn't get de- 
pressed." 

Subsequent analysis' showed 
that Kasparov could have played a 
series of moves to force what is 
known in chess as “perpetual 
check" — one player repeatedly 
attacking his opponent's king, en- 
suring none of his other pieces can 
make further moves and thus a 
draw is foe only outcome. 

The analysis began within 
hours of the game ending in “chat 
rooms" run by the Internet Chess 
Club. Surprisingly, it was an unti- 
tled player who first suggested foe 
drawing sequ e nce, according to 
Internet Chess Club director Gre- 
gory BelmonL 

(Reuter) 


sian resigned the position after (Reuter) 

Manchester United Clinches 
League Title Again 


LONDON — Manchester United 
clinched its fourth league title in 
five seasons Tuesday when sec- 
ond-place Liverpool lost at Wim- 
bledon and Newcastle could only 
manage a fie at West Ham. 

Alex Ferguson's team won the 
title with two games to spare and 
will celebrate collecting foe trophy 
yet again when it hosts Newcastle 
at Old Trafford on Thursday. 

Liverpool's 2-1 loss left it with 
67 points with only one game to 
play while Newcastle, 64 from 36 
after a 0-0 tie, has no chance of 
catching the Reds, who have 7 1 
from 36. 

The 55-year-old manager, who 
also took Aberdeen to a Cup Win- 
ners' Cup title back in 1983, said 
foe latest Premier League title was 
even better than foe other three. 

“It does get better because you 
have to live up to such expecta- 
tions. Every season that comes 
along the demands have to be 
greater.. 

“We have had foe champions 
cup to contend with and they coped 
with that very well and they man- 
aged to maintain^ challenge in the 
league as well.” 

Wimbledon and West Ham 
brought the title home to United. 


In a low-quality game at Sel- 
hursl Park, Wimbledon stifled 
Liverpool's smooth, close-passing 
game and created foe better open- 
ings. 

Two minutes halftime, foe Liv- 
erpool defenders and goalkeeper 
David James were caught out by a 
simple set piece, Neal Ardley’s 
left wing free kick floating over 
the heads of three Liverpool men 
and Jason Euell unchallenged as 
his downward header beat the 

stranded and badly positioned 
goalkeeper. 

Ten minutes into foe second 
half, Ardley was creator again 
with a eight wing cross which 
Dean Holdsworth glanced past 
James from 12 yards. 

Substitute Michael Owen score 
a 74th minute reply for Liverpool 
but Roy Evans* team now will 
have to be satisfied with trying to 
gain second place which now 
means a spot in foe European 
Champions Cup. Third -place Ar- 
senal is two points behind Liver- 
pool so it looks like a three-team 
battle for second place. 

Newcastle, which still has two 
games to play, needed a victory at 
Upton Park lo stay in contention 
but created few chances before 
half time. (AP> 


Understanding Rung Fu 
as Described by a Master 

?■: I-, - - - , ,v - 2 \ ‘ - 

Skills of Kung Fu 

(Part 38) 

Cr I'*) be fttst principle while practicing H9F 

lu 1 /yj w ’*k a punching bag is to change your 

L *- — U place by footwork and to be in a good 

defensive position. You should give the ^ 

punching bag different blows including side 

kicks. Never push it and never blow it mildly ^ * 

and try to make attacks on it. To many, the ' 

power of lack and fist depends on intensity of ^ 

blowing. But on the contrary, it depends on * ■ ' 

your body's position as well as where and when you blow or kirk. 

The punching bag b very useful for strengthening the feet's moves 

and combined fists. Of course, you'd better give it blows and locks 

harmoniously and regularly. Practice with the punching bag as if it 

is a real rival. You can also practice striking fists and rotating kicks 

through using mitt (boxing-glove). Practicing with mitt gives you 

alertness and skill and teaches you not to let your rival know about 

your plan. 

The perfect (noncontrofling) challenge is very similar to a real 
fighting but it enjoys some limitations such as putting on sup- 
porting gloves, protective helmet and not using some of the 
techniques. At present, the perfect challenge is considered as 
the best and most practical method for training and practicing. 
One who learns martial arts without engaging in a fight is just 
like a person who learns swimming without touching water. 





Modern martial arts have also some deficiencies. In boxing, 
the fighters due to the lack of safety rules are usually brutal and 
stone-heart. Those who participate in Eastern martial arts con- 
tests like karate competitions put great emphasis on prohibition 
of direct blows and they believe that the fighter should stop his 
blows or kicks a few inches away from the opponent. 

Engaging in a real challenge, you have to benefit from all 
factors. For instance, distancing from the rival is considered a 
defensive tactic and the attacking and escaping techniques in a 
dose struggle are the other important factors. 

The art of challenge means the abilities, intelligence of a 
person regarding movements and techniques, i.e. to attack and 
not to be attacked. 

In kung fu, like other sports, a good offense is the best 
defense. In other words, you have to collapse your opponent 
through-direct lightning fists and fast kicks of front leg. To do so, 
you should firstly deceive him and then perform some tech- 
niques to confuse him and finally bombard him with your fists 
and kicks in a way that you can easily plan your next movements. 


I 
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VELAYATI... 

Tehran in December, ne pre- 
sented a similar invitation to Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
earlier in the week. 

Both presidents accepted the in- 
vitations, as did Assad during a 
Velayati visit to Damascus last 
month. 

Meanwhile, Lebanon's Prime 
Minister Rafic Hariri will pay an 
official visit to Tehran in June, 
Velayati said after meeting Hariri 
on Wednesday. 

“We handed him an invita- 
tion... to visit Tehran before the 
end of June,* ' Velayati told report- 
ers. 

Hariri accepted this and an- 
other invitation from Iranian 
President Rafsanjani to attend an 
Islamic summit in Tehran in De- 
cember, he added. 

Velayati ended his brief visit to 
Beirut after meeting Hariri and 
drove back to Damascus en route 
for Yemen on the last leg of a 
regional tour. 

Speaking to reporters upon ar- 
rival in Damascus on Wednes- 
day. the Ir anian foreign minister 
said that the brotherly relations 
between the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and Syria are further grow- 
ing. 

Due to -ihe recent develop- 
ments in the Middle East region, 
Iran and Syria as two powerful 
regional states should strengthen, 
cooperation and maintain con- 
sultations, be said. 


TEHRAN TIMES 



BEIRUT, Lebanon (May 6): Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati (L) speaks to reporters after bis 
meeting with Lebanese counterpart Fares Boueiz (R) in Beirut. Velayati arrived in Beirut to discuss with 
Lebanese officials the Middle East peace process and to hand Lebanese President an invitation to attend 
the ordinary session of the Organization of the Islamic Conference slated for next December ia Tehran. 

/ (AFT PHOTO) 
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BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu reaffirmed Wednesday his 
“clear policy** of expanding Jew- 
ish settlements as U.S. mediator 
Dennis Ross arrived to try and 
repair the damage done to the 


Bosnian Serb Found Guilty of 
Crimes Against Humanity 


THE HAGUE — A UN war guilty of counts charging him with 

crimes tribunal in its first verdict 13 murders, five beatings, abuse 
Wednesday found Bosnian Serb of prisoners and inhumane acts 
Dusko Tadic guilty of crimes including foe sexual mutilation of 
against humanity and torture but ope prisoner, 
acquitted him of muntering Mus- Tadic, 41, wbo had pleated not 
lunsat prison camps guilty to tbe31 counts against him, 

The lntemabanal Cnminal Tn- emotion as the vcnlict 

buiud for the former Yugoslavs, presiding U.S. judge 

one year to foe day foe tnal Gabrielle ^ McdomId . 

started, found Tathc grnlty of 1 1 Hjs attonK ^ MUau Vujiu said 

comb related to the persecuuoo he wouId u* 

and beauug of Mushms held at Mcdomld ordaii a* h. n- 
dmenbon camps ui die northwest min ^ ^ 

Pryedor region between May .nd JuIy , ^ apfal _ 

De^mber 1992. He laces up to life in prison. 

He was, however, found not 

(Contd from Pg. 2) 

OPINION ... 

We do not intend to embark on an academic discussion about 
the stages and models of development here. However it b an 
established fact that self-sufficiency or self-reliance in agricul- 
ture sector is indispensable for the developing countries if they 
are determined to preserve their political independence in 
today's interdependent world. 

Dependence on foreign countries makes the dependent 
country vulnerable to blackmail and sanctions diplomacy. Un- 
fortunately, the U.S. has created a precedence in the post-Gold 
War era which is going to leave a devastalive impact on free 
trade among the nations. Sanctions diplomacy and legitimizing 
the sanctions through hijacking the United Nations b a serious 
threat to the developing countries. 

Ifwe are not in a position to Hil up thestomachs of our people, 
we are doomed to face crisis after crisis. Therefore, we should 
bear in mind that in our development plans we pay due attention 
to our agriculture sector. 

Ifwe become self-reliant in agriculture produce, we are sure 
we can develop our industry. If we depend on others for filling 
up our stomachs, others can create problems for us, hindering 
our development process. 


peace process by settler activity in 
Palestinian areas. 

At a Cabinet meeeting, Netan- 
yahu had to face down an uprising 
by several far-right ministers furi- 
ous over a government clampdown 
on unauthorized expansion of two 
West Bank settlements. 

The ministers sharply criticized 
Defense Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
decfaai for ordering the destruction 
Tuesday of three bouses being 
built outside the northern settle- 
ment of Yizhar. 

But Netanyahu told the minis- 
ters not to Now the Yizhar inci- 
dent out of proportion, insisting 
his government has a “clear policy 
of strengthening settlements,** Is- 
rael radio reported. 

Ross was due to meet with Ne- 
tanyahu late Wednesday and Ara- 
fat on Thursday in a new effort to 
revive the negotiations. fAm 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

ANTI... 

"We have to be honest and 
say that we have lost some 
ground in the attack," a Tale- 
ban frontline gunner con- 
ceded, before firing a salvo of 
rockets at enemy posts. 

The strategic Saiang High- 
way links Kabul with northern 
Afghanistan and Central Asia, 
but its dose proximity to a key 
opposition valley stronghold 
means Taieban advances here 
have so far been repelled. 

It is unclear how much 
ground Taieban fighters have 
lost in the attack, which began 
in the early hours of Tuesday, 
but frontline soldiers added 
that a southern part of the 
highway had also fallen. 

"We have lost some ground 
on the road itself, but I don't 
know how much: Maybe 
around four or five kilome- 
ters," the gunner added. 

A deputy militia com- 
mander here only conceded 
losing "a few spotter posts " 
but denied the loss of any part 
of the road itself to the coali- 
tion of northern warlord gen- 
eral Abdul Rashid Dostam and 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

PRESIDENT... 

On the first leg of fab two-na- 
tion tour, the president, heading a 
high-ranking political-economic 
delegation, b to discuss bilateral, 
regional and international issues 
and ways to establish peace and 
stability in Tajikistan with Tajik 
authorities. 

During his stay in Ashkhabad, 
the capital city of Turkmenistan, 
President Rafsanjani will attend 
the extraordinary session of heads 
of state of Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO). He is also 
expected to sign letters of under- 
standing on economic, trade and 
technological cooperation be- 
tween tin two countries. 

Expert delegations from Iran 
and Tajikistan started their first 
round of talks in Dushanbe cm 
Wednesday to make preparations 
for the imminent visit of President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani to Ta- 
jikistan and to prepare documents 
on mutual cooperation. 

Tajik Minbter of Economy and 
Foreign Economic Relations Tofte 
Boy Mosharov, calling President 
Rafsanjani 's visit as ‘highly sig- 
nificant' expressed hope that coop- 
eration and relations between 
Tehran and Dushanbe would fur- 
ther expand in the future. 

Mosharov lauded Iran for its 
mediation to settle disputes be- 
tween foe Tajik government and 
opposition groups. 

The visiting Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Euro- Ameri- 
can Affairs and head of the Iranian 
delegation Mahmoud Vaezi, enu- 
merated the cultural bonds be- 
tween [ran and Tajikistan and ex- 
pressed hope that peace and calm 
would return To Tajikistan as soon 
as possible. 

Based on agreements reached 
between the two sides at the meet- 
ing, Iran and Tajikistan would ex- 
pand their cooperation in the fields 
of commerce and trade, energy, 
industries, transportation, culture 
and science, agriculture, process- 
ing industries and banking. 

The Iranian president b to start 
hb three-day state visit to Tajikis- 
tan on Friday. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

IRAN... 

course of the imposed war (1980- 
88) the U.S. omitted Iraq from the 
List of countries sponsoring terror- 
ism in order to assist it to carry out 
its plots against the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran. 

Since the establishment of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Iranian 
Muslim women have found their 
real value and identity. Although 
they have been practically partici- 
pating in various cultural, social 
and political activities, the West 
has orchestrated smear campaigns 
against Iran claiming that 
women’s rights are being over- 
looked in Iran. 

The Leader went on saying that 
the arrogant powers are bent on to 
suppress every resistance, adding 
that no one should be frightened by 
them. The Leader further stressed 
that flexibility towards the ene- 
mies will be a blunder and no one 
should make remarks to appease 
the enemies. • 

The West should rectify its ap- 
proach to die issues of human 
rights, freedom, arid democracy, 
he underlined. 

Lauding the IRGC’s initiative 
to commemorate foe martyrs of tbe 
sacred defense, he called on all the 
state organs to commemorate tbe 
martyrs and preserve the valuable 
culture of martyrdom. 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

K3NKEL... 

Kinkel that “foe minister's arri- 
val, the letters sent and fab assur- 
ance that Germany oppo se s the 
settlement policies has- certainly - 
lessened foe effect of fob issue.** 
Mussa was adamant that new 
Israeli se tt lements were not com- 
patible with peace. 

“If Mr. Netanyahu wants to 
continue with the settlements, then 
peace cannot continue with settle- 
ments - or settlements with nego- 
tiations -at tbe same time,'* Mussa 
said. 

Kinkel also told reporters that 
Germany tried to take a balanced 
approach to the Middle East. 

Kinkel declined to answer 
questions about Iran. 

. (API 

(Contd From Pg. 2) 

VELAYATI... 

of stands adopted by foe Islamic 
Republic of Iran b proven, he 
said. 

The Iranian foreign minu t er 
who arrived in Beirut on Tuesday 
warned the Islamic countries not 
to compromise with foe Zionist 
regime. He added that regional 
leaders are now disappointed with 
foe future of the so-called peace 

On whether there will be a fun- 
damental change in Tduan-Cairo 
relations following hb visit to 
Egypt, Velayati noted that foe in- 
ternational, scientific, economic 
and cultural cooperation between 
the two countries has started long 
ago and the trend will continue. 

Involvement of Egypt fo <***. 
sttwtionofa soger cane factory in 
Iran’s southwestern Khuzestan 
Province is one area of coopera- 
tion between the two countries, he ] 

“id adding that a $150-mfflion i 

agreement has been signed. , 

Furthermore bilateral cultural i 

and scientific cooperation are I 

growing and a letter of under- t 
sending has been signed between < 

Iran’s Allameh Tabatabaei Uni- t 


HAT 8,1397 

versify and Cairo's Em ifoSbaBG 
University, he said. 

Tehran -Cairo relations at rater- 
national fora including foe UN, foe 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
_ and the Organization of Isbatie 
5 Conference (0IQ have bad an up.' 

ward tread, Vebyati stressed sdd- 
t ing that presence of Egypt m foe 
„ next OIC summit meeting iaTe- 
hran in December will have great 
, - impact on farther strengthening of-' 

i Iran-Egypt relations. 
r After arrival in Beirut Tuesday 
, afternoon, Velayati dclrverisd a 

message from President Akbar 
[ Hashemi Rafsanjani for President 
l Elias Hrawi, inviting him to aftgpd 

t the OIC summit meeting. The ba- 
i nian foreign minister win foes 
proceed to Yemen and Syria on the 
third and fourth leg of hb four-na- 
tion tour. 

(Contd From Pg. 7) 

HIGH... 

for a multivitamin combination, 
said. supplements have been foimd 
to reduce the incidence and dura- 
tion of infection. 

“In North America, a-- year's 
supply of micro-nutrient supple- 
mentation coste less than three vis- 
its to a physician and modi less 
than hospitalization for one day ... 
and may be cost-effective preven- 
tive intervention in old age.” 

(SsmiMjj 

(Contd from Pg. 9) 

ZAIRE ..«* 

Some tried to practise (heir 
English. Another was pleased that 
in one of the journalists he M 
found somebody who -spoke 
Arabic. A third gratefully read a 
French newspaper he found in one 
offoe- cars, taking care tohand it 
back when be had finished. 

. They appeared unconcerned by 
the rebel advance toward 
K i nshas a, or fay Kabila’s threat 

- that he could be in the capital's 
suburbs in three days. 

After four boms, the colonel 
arrived and apologized for the 
inconvenience. 

You’re welcome to come back 
and report on the real situation at 
the front, he said, maybe even 
with a military escort to ease your 
way through the roadblocks, but 
please, get permission first. 

(Am 

(Contd. From Pg. 11) 

TEE FUTURE... 

what they were told). 

But foe current phenomenon b 

different because the new 
inter-racial linJcs.are voluntary and 

equal. The.most significant bit of 
data about the new inter-marriage 
is this: white American women 
who have served in foe U.S. armed 
forces are SEVEN more 
likely to many black American 
males than civilian white women. 

Why? In the U.S. armed 
forces, almost uniquely in 
American society, a very large 
minority of blacks lives works 
alongside other races in * 
Senuine ly non-racist institution. 
Since many . blacks are 
long-service pro fession als, they 

- also have high status. And that b 
■H it takes to overcome the 
centuries of prejudice. 

It was never really about color. 

It was always about power. People 
like Tiger Woods, horn of 
inter-racial relationships in’ a 
society wife egalitarian values, - 
will not submit to being sorted by 
foeshafojof foeirskms. Itwfflteke 
another generation or two, but foe 
old racist games are over — and ■' 
foe future b. light brown. 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - — Candidate in the 7th 
presidential election, Hojja- 
toleslam Seyed Mohammad 
Khatami, attending a question- - 

and-answer session at the Tdusuj 

University Mosque answered 
questions posed by die univer- 
sity’s students. 

Asked about a statement he 
once uttered to this effect “The 
development path passes through 
the West,** he explained by say- 
ing that the West is moving to- 
wards the path of humanism. By 
this be meant ‘Thar man is the 
main axis upon which material 
life develops but in Islam we are 
of the verw that reason is next in 
importance to revelation and is 
capable of amstrocting-Jiuman 
lives.” 

Further, be said that bur basic 
difference with the West is in our . 
attitudes, but other than this “all 
aspects of development, includ- 
ing social, political, economic 
and cultural, have originated 
from tihe West** 

By expressing these views he 
said he intended to convey the 
idea that development will not be 
materialized without having a 
proper understanding of the 
West, i.e., knowing about its ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. 

“We cannot confront the West 
blindly. We should have knowl- 
edge about die issues such as lib- 
eralism, facism, capitalism in 
order to have a basis on which to 
judge them,” Khatami said. 

He said die salvation of Iranian 
society lies in the possession df 
two lands of situations. “We~ 
herald have r crifcfbrll^ West • 
and modernization and another 
for tradition. We should recog- 


taml Talks to University Students 


nize all die positive and negative 
*. aspects of die two basic issues 
posed by Westernization and tra- 
dition (because) without having 
enough understanding of both we 
can neither reject nor accept 
either. He said that such under- 
standing of their real nature is a 
must and only then should we 
deal with ourselves and search 
ourselves from the depths of our 
being. 

“Therefore, an understanding 
of the West, tradition and our- 
selves will help save this society. 
If we can do this, we can have the 
power to construct the country,” 
Khatami said. 

Touching on the issue of free- 
dom of expression, he said that 
alter religion freedom is the sub- 
ject which human beings have 
invested a lot in terms of energy. 

“Freedom gives man its iden- 
tity, but it has always been tram- 
pled upon by arrogant powers,** 
he said. 

He added that restrictions on 
. freedom of expression does not 
mean imposing a ban on thinking 
“because one can restrict human 
actuations but cannot control 
what is in his mind.” 

“Unreasonable restrictions on 
the freedom will make it an un- 
dergouud issue which will appear 
- in the shape of uprisings, rebel- 
lion and chaos.” He said that Is- 
lam and the Constitution of die 
Islamic Republic highlights the 
principle of freedom of expres- 
sion but within certain borders, 
for “one should move within a 
determined framework.” 

He explained that an individ- 
ual V freedom should' nor fid- ' 
versely affect that of another 
person's freedom -because gov- 


emmeat is presumed to safeguard 
the legitimate freedoms of all its 
ci tizens 

On the subject of the press, be 
said that certain allegations in 
which one of the dailies quoted 

die names of his possible cabinet 
ministers. 

He said: “1 am very interested 
in a dynamic press but at the same 
time oppose some of its tactics 
such as raising hue and cry over 
certain issues; neither am I for the 
suppression of the press or the use 
violent treatment to curtail their 
functions. I believe in an intellec- 
tual encounter.” 

He cited the publication of the 
news story already mentioned 
earlier and that the said publica- 
tion by the weekly was baseless. 
Since the result of the election is 
not clear, I am not in a position 
to elaborate on the issue but when 
I find it necessary I myself will 
disclose my cabinet ministers." 

Asked whether he will appoint 
Mir Hussein Mousavi as the first 
vice-president if he wins the elec- 
tion, Khatami said: “Mousavi is 
a national asset and which the 
government of the Islamic Re- 
public can profit much in terms of 
his services. I myself have used 
his experiences and have held 
consul taions with him and will 
respect his viewpoints in the fu- 
ture.” 

Elabroating on the issue of cul- 
tural influences, Khatami said: “I 
myself believe that a cultural as- 
sault is being launched against us 
and take this seriously but one 
should admit that in the con tem- 
poral world in which countries 
are highly ' interdependent, digi- 
tal, computer and satellite bor- 
ders are jokes. At present 


pressure is made to bear on Tran 
from technologically advanced 
countries. ” 

He added that the important 
point is to understand the world 
and find our place in this modem 
world. If we have a rich and pow- 
erful culture any cultural attack 
by the enemy will be futile. 

Elaborating on his policies 
during his tenure as minister of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance, 
Khatami said: ‘‘I vigorously be- 
lieve that culture should be made 
to flourish and. during my tenure 
and, in general, during the 18 
years of the revolution the pro- 
gress in the cultural arena has 
been conspicuous when we com- 
pare the culture prevailing in the 
pre-revolution period and that in 
the post-revolution period, a dif- 
ference even Westerners have 
confirmed.” 

Khatami elaborated by saying 
that the system prevailing in this 
country does not cater to only 
“one taste.” He said that differ- 
ent tastes are allowed to flourish 
as long as they conform with the 
law, adding that “in the cultural 
arena it is not necessary to be 
orthodox.” 

In answer to a question on eco- 
nomic policies, die presidential 
advisor said the constitution of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran rec- 
ognizes three branches of govern- 
ment, the cooperatives and the 
private sector which play sepa- 
rate roles in shaping the country's 
economic policies. 

* He said he finds these different 
institutions appealing and pleas- 
ing. 


“Our group holds that capital 
and owners of capital are essen- 
tial in any economy but it is rig- 
orously opposed to capitalism in 
the sense that capital and capital- 
ist elements are made to work 
uncontrolled. The three sectors 
are each respected and have their 
place in the constitution, but the 
question of which should be more 
powerful differs with the passing 
of time,” he said. 

He pointed to recent economic 
trends which make management 
the focal point of economic 
strength which for many years 
was enjoyed by capital or those 
who owned capita!. 

“The progress of a society de- 
pends on the existence of a scien- 
tific, strong, efficient and modern 
management that is thoroughly 
well-informed. One of the re- 
sponsibilities of government at 
present is to produce competent 
and efficient managers with the 
aforesaid qualifications in the 
three branches of government, 
cooperatives and private sec- 
tors,” Khatami said. 

In response to a question as to 
how he sees the National Front, 
which was excommunicated by 
the late Imam Khomeini, as well 
-as the Freedom Movement which 
was banned from occupying any 
post in the government in a letter 
written by Imam Khomeini to Ho- 
jjatoleslam Mohtashemi who was 
then serving as interior minister, 
Khatami said: “Generally speak- 
ing, one of the popular miscon- 
ceptions entertained by our 
society is that the people do not 
have a say in die formation of 



political parties and. that they do 
not represent the people's will 
and desires,” adding that it is 
generally believed foreign hands 
have played a role in their crea- 
tion and continued existence. 
“But, the fact is, parties within 
the framework of law represent 
the natural needs and demands of 
people,” Khatami said. 

Khatami added that (here is a 
noticeable difference between 
certain parties or groups. “One of 
them at present has no existence 
and clear activity... talking about 
this party is therefore basically 
ruled out. The other, however, 
wants to be active within the 
framework of the system and law. 
A citizen of this system has rights 
and reciprocal obligations, and 
the system should meet his legiti- 
mate demands,” he continued. 

Khaiamai stressed that there is 
a fundamental difference between 
his stands, both present and past, 
with existing views upheld by 
others, and that the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution determines 
the general polities of the system. 

“The people, first of all, heed the 
words of the late Imam and, sec- 
ondly, turn to the words of the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
to determine which policy or side 
to support, '* he concluded. 


Why Rapid Growth Is Good for You 


By GwynneDjcr 
Tehran Times Seales 

LONDON — Can ANYBODY 
modernize without going through 
the horrors that Europe went 
through? 

On the surface, it looks good. 
The numbec v pf people living in 
democratic countries has more 
tihan doubled around the world in 
the past fifteen years. Over half 
die people in the ‘Ti^rd World* 
live in countries where the econ- 
omy is growing at least twice as 
fast as in the 'mature' industrial- 
ized countries. And the scale and 
frequency of wars are down eve- 
rywhere except in Central Africa. 

Most of the trigger developed 
countries have waded through the 


deeper reaches ofhell on their way 
to the mdustiial promised land. 
Civil and international wars; rabid 
nationalism, racism, and even fas- 
cism; massacres, pogroms, and 
purges: it was modernizing, indus- 
trializing Europe that gave us con- 
cepts like ‘total war’ and ‘geno- 
cide'.. 

Lots of people believe that his- 
tory is bound to repeat itself. The 
strategists who want to :: push 
NATO’s boundaries east afomst to 
die Russian border are of that per- 
suasion. So are the people in 
Southeast Asia who are working 
(much more discreetly) to develop 
a collective regional strategy 
against Chinese ‘expansionism*. 

Historical analogies influence 
our actions even- when we are not 
consciously aware of them. In this 


case, I don't think they are rele- 
vant but all you have to do is to 
juxtapose a newly industrializing 
country and an older one. 

South Korea, now 45 million 
people, began to grow very fast 
after 'the end of the Korean War in 
1953. 

At that time. South Korea's per 
capita income was about the same 
as in East Pakistan (now Ban- 
glades): i.e., as low as mainland 
Asia gets. Now, its per capita in- 
come is in die same range as Spun 
or the Czech Republic. And in all 
that four-decade process, there 
was only one major outbreak of 
killing, at Kwangju in 1988. The 
transition to democracy, when it 
finally came, was almost entirely . 
non-violent. 

France (55 million people) be- 


Scandal-Tainted, Indian Leader 


NEW DELHI — Most people in 
the eastern state of Bihar, recog- 
nized as India's most lawless state, 
believe their chief minister should 
quit over corruption allegations, 
an opinion peril said. 

The poll, published in the Out- 
look weekly magazine, showed 80 
percent wanted Laloo Prasad 
Yadav to resign over allegations 
he was involved in a $27I-mflJion 
scandal, and 82 percent believed 
he was guilty. 

In the survey 601 people were 
interviewed in the three mam cit- 
ies of the state. 

Yadav, a prominent leader of 
the minority coalition government 
and a leader of Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral’s Janata Dal 


Should Quit 

(People’s Party), is among 54 poli- 
ticians and officials involved in the 


The money disappeared from a 
state government fund set up to 
buy cattle feed. 

Although the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) has said it 
would prosecute Yadav soon, the 
embattled politician has denied the 
charges and said he would not set 
down. 

He has warned Gujral that pres- 
sure would force “unpleasant de- 
cisions.” 

“As long as as (he Gujral gov- 
ernment upholds the principles of 
social justice and secularism. 


which are articles of faith for 
U.S., we will frustrate all attempts 
to dislodge it,” he said late Tues- 
day in the state capita] Patna. 

“But we will be forced to take 
unpleasant decisions if it fails to do 
so.” 

Yadav told the magazine that 
there was no evidence against him 
and he would not allow the CBI to 
plot his removal on “flimsy 
grounds.” 

“Let someone say that be gave 
me the money,” Yadav chal- 
lenged. 

“In fact, I ordered the prelimi- 
nary investigations into the case in 
1995.” 


gan to modernize in the years lead- 
ing up to the French Revolution of 
1789. 

In the two centuries between 
then and now, the casualties from 
street-fighting in Paris have been 
in the tens of thousands at least 
five times. There have been coups 
and conspiracies, outbreaks of 
both ‘red’ and ‘while’ terror, and 
endless wars. French history is 
horrendous. 

So what accounts for the differ- 
ence? I suspect that it was the 
relative speed at which the econo- 
mies grew. 

In French (and in almost all of 
industrializing Europe), economic 
growth averaged two percent or 
less for all of the 19th century and 
most of the 20th. After 200 years, 
the magic of compound interest 
has now made France and its 
neighbors extremely rich, but their 
climb out of a poverty that made 
today's Bangladesh look like para- 
dise was a long, bitter process in 
which entire generations were sac- 
rificed. 

It was a slow business because 
they had to invent the entire in- 
dustialized world as they went 
along: not just the machines, but 
the institutions, processes and val- 
ues that would make it all work. 
Nobody had ever travelled this 
road before, so it took some time. 

Why did slow growth mean 
wars, coups, genocides, revolu- 
tions, and all the other horrors that 
disfgure the past two centuries of 
European history? Because if eco- 
nomic growth is under two percent^ 
a year, (here is never enough to go 
around. 

Economic change always 


brings social and political change 
in its wake. In slow-growing 
Europe in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, the people on top never 
felt secure enough economically to 
share the wealth voluntarily. They 
saw modernization as a zero-sum 
game in which every advance for 
the poor was a loss for them. 

So they fought democratization 
and its usual companion, income 
redistribution, tooth and nail. 
When democracy happened any- 
way, they manipulated local poli- 
tics to foment nationalist passions 
that would focus attenion beyond 
the borders and distract ordinary 
people from their domestic agen- 
das. The result was the ghastly 
mess of modem European history. 

But it all comes down to the fact 
that Europe’s upper classes could 
not afford to compromise or share. 
At two percent growth per annum, 
the pie simply wasn't big enough, 
so they dug- their heels in and 
fought to protect their privileges. 


Whereas at seven or eight or ten 
percent growth, there is lots of 
room for deals. 

Look at die rapidly modern- 
izing parts of Asia and Latin 
America, and even some places in 
the Middle East and Africa. You 
will see situations where the rich 
are still getting richer, but the poor 
are getting richer too. In these 
circumstances, the elite can afford 
to yield political power without 
losing everything. 

The key idfference between 
early modem Europe and the late 
20th-century ‘Third World' is that 
this is not the first time round. 
Now the template for industrial 
growth is available to everybody, 
so the growth rates are far higher. 

So high, in fact, that everybody 
can afford to compromize — 
which means that the new industri- 
alized countries need not recapitu- 
late the horrible history of their 
predecessors. They still may, but 
they don’t have to. 
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iMan Cuts Off Cancerous {foot 

DARES SALAAM — A Tanzanian man cut off his cancerous foot 
because he could not afford to jury the $26 asked for the operation 
by doctors, the KssutahiU daUy newspaper Mtgrra reported. 

The paper said that 65-year-old William Mbaruku of Moro- 
goro town, amputated his right foot with a sharp razor above 
a cancerous wound that had troubled him for a long time 
Mbarukuj a former medical assistant at a sisal estate near 
the town, told the paper that he was forced to cut off the leg 
himself after going to the regional hospital several times to 
plead for amputation, but without success. (AFP) 
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^Butcher JMakes JMomj 

LONDON— A British butcher matched as S48 pounds 
dollars) were chewed up in a meat minang machi ne ffierhd 
hid the money there overnight. c, 

Barry Moore** father Bert, 70, turned on the mhwerp if**, 
family business in Mo rctonhamps lead, Devon, in themeet^ 
England, when business began the following morning, **- 
aware the cash was inside. 

fl Jt is only a small town, so everyone is having W 
about it. Someone even came in and asked, far a ptmsdtf 
sausage* in mint condition , ” said Moore junior. 


Mobutu Flies Out of Kinshasa, 
Perhaps for Final Time 


KINSHASA, Zaire — With rebel 
forces closing in on Kinshasa, 
President Mobutu Sese Seko left 
his threatened capital Wednesday 
aboard his private Boeing 727 and 
flew to Gabon. It was unclear 
whether he would ever come 
back. 

Mobutu landed hours later in 
the Atlantic coastal city of Libre- 
ville, Gabon, for what aides said 
would be two days of meetings 
with the leaders of Cameroon, 
Centra] African Republic, Ga- 


bon, Togo and Congo - all strong 
supporters of Mobutu throughout 
his seven-month war with rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila. 

Journalists were kept out of 
Kinshasa's airport terminal but 
saw a motorcade of at least a 
dozen vehicles, including two 
stretch limousines guarded by 
three military jeeps armed with 
mounted machine guns. 

Unlike the reception by thou- 
sands of cheering people when 
Mobutu returned last year after 


Cook Wants UK at CU Heart 
With Frame, Germany 


PARIS — British Foreign Secre- 
tary Robin Cook, in Paris on his 
first trip abroad, said on Wednes- 
day he wanted Britain to have a 
“fresh start** and be one of the 
three leading players in Europe 
alongside France and Germany. 

He said a new approach “will 
be good for Britain and it will be 
good for Europe" after Labour's 
election landslide swept away the 
Conservatives after 18 years in 
power. 

“I want to make sure that Brit- 
ain has a fresh start in Europe and 
that Britain joins France and Ger- 
many as the leading players," 
Cook told reporters after meeting 
French Socialist opposition 
leader Lionel Jospin. 

Cook, who was installed last 
week, later met French Foreign 


Minister Herve de Charette and 
was to travel to Bonn to meet 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
and opposition leaders for talks 
signalling an end to. Britain's 
often antagonistic relationship 
with its continental partners. 

Neither Cook nor Jospin, who 
met for about 30 minutes, would 
comment on the likelihood of 
Britain joining a single European 
currency. Labour has retained the 
right not to join and promised to 
hold a referendum before any 
such decision was taken. 

He said that the French Social- 
ists were Labour's “sister patty’* 
in France but declined to say who 
he wanted to win a snap parlia- 
mentary election in France on 
May 25-June 1. 


convalescing in France for 
months, his departure drew little 
attention. 

The government says Mobutu, 
66 and ailing with prostate can- 
cer, will return to Zaire after die 
summit, probably over the week- 
end. But a government official 
and Western diplomats have 
hinted the trip could be a first step 
of Mobutu's final departure in the 
face of a rebel advance. 

The plane left at about tO: IS 
a.m. local time (0915 GMT). 

Rebel forces are closing in on 
Kinshasa, and Mobutu’s aides of- 
fered conflicting accounts Tues- 
day over whether Zaire's leader 
may be going into exile to end his 
losing war against rebel leader 
Laurent Kabila. 

Presidential aides said Mobutu 
planned to return to Kinshasa on 
Friday, and dismissed specula- 
tion that Mobutu might use the 
trip to launch his exile to a third 
country following the failure of a 
weekend summit with Kabila. 

Another, government aide, 
however, said Mobutu could be 
on bis way to France for good. 

(AP) 
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ALGIERS, Algeria (May 6): Algerian security servicemen monitor the cleanup at the site uf a r 
explosion which killed four students and injured 21 others, 6 seriously, outside a h^h sd»o«*fo 
Bab-el-Oued district of Ajgieis. The blast, apparently timed tor the mid-day break in dasse^ti|l\ 
three girls, aged 15 to 18, and a 12-year-old boy. The unclaimed attack came a month before AJgrii& 
first legislative elections since those cancelled in 1992, touching off the war with the opposition hi"! 
which 60,000 civilians have been slain: 


(AFP PHOTO} 


Tokyo Says Japanese Landings on 
Disputed Islands Were Illegal 


weeK, uuer mei rrcncn ru reign (Reuter ) 

20 Indian Soldiers Killed 
by Tribal Guerrillas 


GUWAHATI, India — Twenty 
Indian soldiers were killed and at 
least five injured Wednesday by 
separatist tribal rebels in the 
worst attack yet on troops in the 
far-eastern state of Tripura, a 
minister said. 

Militants from the outlawed 
National Liberation Front of 
Tripura ambushed a paramilitary 
patrol at Khumlong, about 150 
kilometers (93 miles) from the 

200 Civilians, 
100 Soldiers 
Killed at Kenge 

KINSHASA — Some 200 civil- 
ians and 100 Zairean government 
troops have been killed in heavy 
fighting against rebels for control 
of Kenge, east of Kinshasa, aid 
agency sources reported Wednes- 
day. 

Reports reaching Medecins 
Sans Frontier es (MSF - Doctors 
Without Borders) early Wednes- 
day said street fighting was con- 
tinuing in the town 200 
kilometers (125 miles) east of the 
capital. 

The-sources, who said 1 S rebel 
troops had been killed, denied a 
claim by rebel justice spokesman 
Mwenze Kongolo late Tuesday 
that the guerrillas had taken con- 
trol of the town. (AFP) 


capital Agartala, said Samar 
Choudhury, Tripura’s home min- 
ister. 

“AH the soldiers died on the 
spot,” he said. 

Police said troops had been put 
on maximum alert across the 
troubled state with intensified pa- 
trolling and additional deploy- 
ment of forces as soldiers and 
paramilitary troops launched a 
joint search operation in southern 
Khumlong. (AFP) 


TOKYO — The Japanese' gov- 
ernment said for the first time 
yesterday that landings by Japa- 
nese nationalists on disputed is- 
lands that angered China and 
Taiwan were “illegal." 

But the action failed to stop a 
new wave of protests in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong over Japan's 
claim to sovereignty to the islands 
in the east China Sea. 

Demonstrators marched on the 
Japanese Consulate in Hong 
Kong where diplomats refused to 
accept a protest letter, while in 
Taipei, demonstrators forced 
their way into Tokyo’s repre- 
sentative office. 

Japan faced new controversy 
over the islands, known as the 
Diaoyu to Chinese and the 
Senkaku to Japanese, after four 
Japanese, including an opposition 


deputy, landed on the main island 
on Tuesday. It was the second 
visit in nine days. 

“It is illegal because the owner 
of the land did not approve the 
landings, ” Chief Cabinet Secre- 
tary Seiroku Kajiyama told a 
news conference, news reports 
said. 

“And from the external point 
of view, it is also not desirable to 
stir up controversy,*’ the govern- 
ment spokesman added, appar- 
ently referring to China’s angry 
reaction. 

Japan, China and Taiwan all 
claim the islands, around 200 
kilometers (120 miles) north of 
Taiwan, which were at the center 
of protests last year. wp) 


S. Korean Corruption Scandal 
Widens, New Firm HR 


SEOUL — A corruption scandal 
swirling around South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam’s son 
claimed a new corporate victim 
on Wednesday, deepening a po- 
litical crisis that has reduced Kim 
to a lame duck. 

Ths main opposition National 
Congress for New Politics al- 
leged associates of the president’s 
son managed more than 20 billion 
won ($22 million) of unspent 
funds from Kim’s 1992 presiden- 
tial campaign. 

Earlier, the Chosun llbo news- 
paper reported that the Hansol 
Group, the nation’s 16th largest 
industrial conglomerate, looked 
after seven billion won of that 
money. 


Indonesian Minority Party 
Wooing Megawati 


Heaven’s Gate Cultist 
Commits Suicide 


JAKARTA — Indonesia's Mus- 
lim-based minority party is lob- 
bying Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
ousted leader of the rival Indone- 
sian Democratic Parly (PD1), for 
support in its election campaign, 
a close aide to Megawati said on 
Wednesday. 

The Muslim-oriented United 
Development Party (PPP) and the 
PD1 are battling the much-larger 
rilling Golkar Party for May 29 
general elections to the House of 
Representatives. 

Golkar, in power for the last 
30 years under President Suharto, 
is seeking to push its share of the 
vote to more than 70 percent from 


the 68 percent it won at the last 
polls in 1992. The PPP won 17 
percent and the PDI 15 percent. 

The PPP sent Mudrick Sangi- 
doe, chief of the party branch in 
Solo, central Java, to meet 
Megawati at her residence on 
Tuesday, the aide, legislator 
Soetardjo Soerjogoeriino told 
Reuters. 

Sangidoe asked Megawati to 
allow her many loyalists in Solo 
to join the PPP, he said. 

Megawati, who was not available 
for comment, gave no commit- 
ment but appeared to approve the 
move, Soeqogoeritno said. 

(Reuter) 


SAN DIEGO — Another mem- 
ber of the Heaven's Gate Cult 
committed suicide on Tuesday, 
more than a month after 39 cult 
members died in a strange mass 
suicide ritual, police said. 

A spokesman for the San Di- 
ego County Sheriff's Department 
said another man, also believed to 
be a cult member, tried to kill 
himself but he was still alive and 
being treated at a local hospital. 

The bodies were discovered at 
a holiday inn in nearby Encinitas. 
California. 

The identities of the two cult 
members were not immediately 
known and neither was the sui- 
cide method. 



The bodies of 39 Heaven’s 
Gale members were found cm 
March 26 in an exclusive home in 
the Rancho Santa Fe suburb of 
San Diego. The 21 women and 1 8 
men. between the ages of 20 and 
72, were dressed in similar out- 
fits, almost as if they were wear- 
ing uniforms. Police said the 
victims believed they would join 
up with a UFO behind the Hale- 
Bopp comet. 

They died by eating drug- 
laced pudding or applesauce and 
then placing plastic bags over 
their heads. 

CNN television reported yes- 
terday that it had received a vide- 
otape from the two men in which 
one of them said he hoped they 

had not “missed the bus.” 

(Reuter) 


Bomb Attacks on 
Nigerian Milifnry 

LAGOS — A bomb ripped 
through an army bos in Nigeria* 8 
commercial bub of Lagos os 
Wednesday, wounding several 
people. Panic spread after a sec- 
ond explosion. 

A Western diplomat : said<be 
blasts appeared to have been 
timed with tbe roonding up off 
three-day conference in the cap** 
lal Abuja by wives of Afnc» 


Hansol denied tbe report. 

“This is obviously leftovers, 
from the presidential election '■ 
fund, "a National Congress state- 
ment said. “Tire money is just* . 
tip of the ioebeqj.” 

A presidential spokesman do- .*• 
clined comment on the KBS re- 
port The president has said he 
had no direct hand in fend-nfs- 
ing. 

The Chosun llbo reported that 
state prosecutors had evidence 
that Hansol managed seven bil- 
lion won on ha fial f of a former 
intelligence -official linked to the 
president’s second son, Kim 
Hyun-Chul. . 


tmthe<tonflki-fdaguedc<»tffl^ 

“The bombs seem 
been timed to coincide wHhvtb?; 
Abuja Conference even tbou^ 1 
die women are in no danger 
that distance,” the senior djpk>- 
mat said. 

A senior police offip* r 41 
Lagos State Command said d* 
first explosion “was quickly ^ 
lowed by another oneandtitere J8 
pandemonium in the 
Yah*”. 0 &**' _ 
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TEHRAN — According to die 
country’s Second Five-Year 
Devekipmem Plan,the prices 
of o3 products are raised some 
20 to. 25 percent annually. 
Consequently, on Saturday, 
April 5, the prices of oQ prod- 
ucts were increased. For in- 
stance, the price of regular 
gasoline and lead-free gasoline 
was raised from 130 rials to 
160 rials per liter. Hie new 
prices of some other oQ prod- 
ucts are as follows: . 


make the most of the slightest 
change in the government rates, 
using it as a- reason for increas- 
ing the rates of their services or 
commodities. For instance, as 
soon as there was a 20-percent 
increase in the price of gaso- 
line,. the rates of automobile 
services rose by 120 percent! 

I think before the govern- 
ment announces the increased 
prices, it should adopt a firm 
policy so as to prevent the 
profiteers from raising the 
rates of their services unrea- 
sonably. But it is true that. 






^ryf taxi uses at most~30 
^^JMiters of gasoline per 

day. Therefore, the increase in 
the money spent on the fuel 
amounts to only 900 rials in a 

day, which does not justify the 
huge rise in the fares. It follows 
that there is no reason for such 
great price rises and the govern- 
ment should take severe meas- 
ures against the profiteers, it is 
clear that such unreasonable in- 
creases will worsen the condi- 
tion of economy and make the 
inflation get out of control. 

IV. ' ^ 

V. 



Super gasoline; 220 rials 
per liter; gas oO: 40 rials per 
liter; kerosine: 40 rials per li- 
ter; black oQ: 20 rials per liter. 

.This price rise caused the 
prices of ot**er commodities to 
go up, rest % in the people’s 
dissatisfa- .. The fares of 
public trail* & were also in- 
creased by 100 percent 

The rates o mobile serv- 
ices rose by 150 percent 

and other type ;ervlc»s also 
followed suit. the fact is 

that die increase - the prices 
of oil products is n*' consid- 
erable and cannot ju rfy such 
great rises in other tes and 
prices. 

The Tehran Taxi Service 
Organization in a directive or- 
dered the taxi drivers to abstain 
from increasing their fares and 
the government’s Organiza- 
tion for Taking Punitive Meas- 
ures Against Violators of the 
Government-Approved Prices 
sentenced some violators to 
pay fines. 

The Tehran Times talked to 
the people from, different so- - 
rial strata, asking- their views 
on the real prices of oil prod- 
ucts, the impact of the increase 
in the pricesJifoQ products on 


compared with other, coun- 
tries, the oil products are very 
cheap in Iran. ■ _ 

i Hnsseih Aqaoabaee. a taxi 
driver: 

ntunately, the present 
ie in the prices of differ- 
ent commodities and services is 


Impact of Gasoline 
Price Increase on 
A utomobils Services 

f^ccording to some taxi 
G^Klrivers, when the price 
of gasoline was increased by 22 



not at all proportionate to the 
increase in the prices of oil 
products. Without doubt the 
government should exercise 
more supervision in this regard. 
1, as a taxi drives', have not 
charged passengers increased 
fores yet, but since other rates 
and prices have presently dou- 
bled or tripled, I think I will be 


The inflation grasvtii is something natural hut it should 
he within certain limits and should :=©£ he used as a 
pretext for some opportunists to rip off the people. 


the prices of other commodi- 
ties and the government's duty 
in this regard. 

Manouchehr Bokanti, a 
-nxl driver: 

_ ^Believe the people them- 
txselves are the main cause 
of increase in prices not the 
government Some people who 
are profiteers and opportunists 


forced to increase the fores that 
.1 am currently charging. 

£ The inflation growth is 
something natural but it should 
he within certain limits and 
should not be used as a pretext 
for some opportunists to rip off 
the people. 

Afi Izadi, a taxi driver: 


percent, the rates of automobile 
services rose by 50 percent. 

Mohsen Sharifi, an autorno- 
bile repairman, was asked 
whether he has increased his 
rates due to the rise -in the fuel 
price. He answered, “The 
prices of many auto parts are 
going up. Consequently, the 
rates of service will also be 
increased.’’ 

Saeed Hanuji, a gas station 
attendant, said, “The drivers 
are complaining about the high 
prices of auto parts and serv- 
ices. One of them told me that 
before the increase in the fuel 
price, the price of brake shoes 
was 1,300 rials but now they 
cost 20,000 rials.” 

It seems that the small in- 
crease in the price of fuel has 
given those employed in the 
service sector and the dealers 
of auto parts an excuse for rais- 
ing the prices of their eom- 





modifies and services. 

Views of Chairman 
cf Parliamen t : s 3 i ’ 

' n sv- - * -• -3 £■ 

T he Chairman of the Iranian 
Parliament’s Oil Commit- 
tee, Ahmad Nateq Nouri, told 

£i 


of a gas station, believes that if 
drivers are careful enough not 
to waste the fuel, there will be 
no need to raise the prices of 
oil products. He adds that 
economizing does not means 
using less, but that it means 
using efficiently and prevent- 
ing waste. 


jf driz’ers are careful ;:ct tezea 

will be ? :o need io ra ise «*':• -rices cT '■ 


r:c U~. tj-c.s-.; t :s rre 
■: rcd:.:cis. 


the Tehran Times that the in- 
crease in the prices of oil prod- 
ucts is not so great as to cause 
such drastic changes in the 
fores and prices- of pans and 
services. 

He added, “One of the du- 
ties of the Headquarters for 
Regulating the Market is to 
control the prices and rates of 
services. Now that some profi- 
teers and opportunists are try- 
ing to undermine the country’s 
economic stability, the head- 
quarters should take draconian 
measures to stop their subver- 
sive activities.” 

Nateq Nouri noted that in 
view of the expenses of refin- 
ing, the gasoline costs the gov- 
ernment 262 rials per liter. 
“Thus, its present price is far 
less than its cost,” he added. 

The head of the Oil Com- 
mittee further said that Iran's 
annual consumption of oil 
products and electricity is 
equal in value to some 12 bil- 
lion dollars, adding that Iran is 
among the few countries which 
have such a high rate of con- 
sumption. “The need is felt to 
reduce such great consumption 
and one of the practical ways 
to achieve this objective is to 
modify the prices of oil prod- 
ucts,” he stressed. 


accncmizinz c.i r ::c-, 

a s it was said earlier, some 
12 billion dollars worth of 
energy is consumed in Iran an- 
nuaily, which is actually 
squandering of energy re- 
sources. To make the case 
even worse, eachdriver while 
filling up his car-tank at the gas 
station usually spills some half 
a liter of gasoline. 

Parviz Asian!, the manager 
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A manoilah Dafei, who is a 
Doctor of Law and is also 
a first-rate attorney, was asked 
by the Tehran Times for his 
view on the repercussions of 
the fuel price rise. He replied, 
“The lack of supervision and 
violation of the laws have al- 
ways resulted in problems. 
Thus, whenever there is some 
sort of disorder, the root cause 
of the disorder and problem 
should be pinpointed and tack- 
led.” 

He went on to say, “The 
people believe that the rise in 


severe measures should be 
taken against the profiteers and 
opportunists in any trade and 
guild.” 

Zahra Hassani, an econom- 
ics student at the School of 
Economics of Aliamah Tabat- 
abaee University, said, “Ex- 
plaining to the people the 
reasons for increasing the 
prices of different commodi- 
ties and products before these 
prices are actually modified 
and also defining the limits of 
the consequent increases in the 
rates of services can greatly 
help to control inflation. Also, 
if the government officials call 
on the people to report the 
profiteers, this could help to 
stabilize the prices.” 


I t follows from the different 
views expressed by the peo- 
ple that if the government takes 
strict measures against the 
profiteers and oversees the 
prices, it can succeed in curb- 
ing the inflation. 

Unfortunately, the govern- 
ment has so far taken no con- 



the price of gasoline by 30 rials 
cannot justify the increase in 
the fares by some 300 to 700 
rials. Thus, they ask why this 
should be the case.” 

Dafei added, “In order to 
effectively tackle the root 
cause of the above problem. 


crete action in this regard. The 
people earnestly hope that the 
Headquarters for Regulating 
the Market and other govern- 
ment organs concerned will 
take strong measures as soon 
as possible to punish the profi- 
teers and support the consum- 
ers. 


1 
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By: Ayatollah Murtada 
Mutakhan 


Again, what kind of hue 
and cry is to be seen 
among the creatures of the 
World. Again what sort of 
elegy and what form of 
mourning and grief is 
being celebrated. Oh burnt 
hearted ones and oh grief 
stricken one. Oh mourners 
of Hussain (AS)! It is 
meritorious that Imam 
Sadiq (AS) prays for you 
saying ts Oh Allah pray take 
pity upon the eyes out of 
which tears flow for the 
sake of sympathy with us. 
Do take pity and have 
mercy upon the hearts 
which have burnt by 
restlessness over our grief 
and sorrow. And have 
mercy upon those 
lamentations and cries 
which were raised in our 
grief. 


0 here are certain words and 
expressions to which, in 
general use or particularly 
in Islamic terminology, a certain 
sense of dignity, and sometimes 
even sanctity, is attached. “Stu- 
dent,” “teacher,” “Scholar," "in- 
ventor.” “hero,” “reformer," 
“philosopher," “preacher," “be- 
liever," “pious person,” “muja- 
hid." “truthful one,” “waii.” 
"Imam," and “prophet" are some 
of the words of this category. A 
sense of dignity, even sanctity, is 
attached to these words in general 
usage, especially in Islamic dis- 
course. It is evident that a word as 
such as no sanctity. It becomes 
sacred because of the sense which 
it conveys. The sanctity of a sense 
depends on a particular mental out- 




look, and on values which are 
cherished generally, or- by a par- 
ticular group of people. 

In Islamic terminology there is 
a word which has a special 
sanctity. When anyone familiar 
with the Islamic modes of 
expression hears this word, he 
feels it to be invested with a special 
glory. This word is shahid. A 
sense of grand u re and sanctity is 
associated with it. in its use by all 
the people. Of course the 
standards and the criteria vary. At 
present we are only concerned 
with the Islamic usage of this term. 

From the Islamic point of view, 
only that person is regarded as 
having secured the status of shahid 
who Islam recognizes as having 
acted according to its own 


standards. Only he who is killed in 
an effort to achieve the highest 
Islamic objectives and is really 
motivated by a desire to safeguard 
true human values attains this 
position, which is one of the 
highest to which one can aspire. 
From what the noble Qoran and 
hadith say about the shuhculn, it is 
possible to infer why Muslims 
attach so much sanctity to this 
word, and what the logic behind it 
is. 

With respect to the proximity of 
the shahid to God, the noble Qoran 
says: ‘‘Think not of Those who were 
slain in the way of God as dead. 
Nay, they are alive , finding their 
sustenance with their Lord. ” 
(3:169) 

In Islam, when a meritorious 
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The Betrayal in Kufa 


Tehran Times Service 
Pin-drop silence prevailed in the 
mosque at Kufa where a large con- 
gregation had gathered to offer 
evening prayers. Outside the 
mosque the town-crier was read- 
ing out the 'proclamation. Every 
one of the congregation was strain- 
ing his ears to listen to every word 
with rapt attention. 

At the top of his voice the 
town-crier was shouting: "Be it 
known to the people of Kufa that 
Obeidullah, son of Ziad, has 
assumed the governorship of Kufa 
under the orders of the KhaJif. He 
has noted with perturbation that 
the people of Kufa have extended 
their welcome to Muslim, son of 
Aqil, who has come from Medina 
as an emissary of Husain, son of 
Ali, who has declined to owe 
allegiance to the Khalif. It is 
hereby proclaimed for the 
information of all the citizens of 
Kufa that any person found 
associating with Muslim, son of 
Aqil, will be considered a rebel 
against the Khalif and. by way of 
punishment, be will be hanged, 
drawn and quartered, his entire 
family will be put to the sword and 
his property confiscated. In case of 
those who have hitherto extended 
their welcome to him, if they now 
repent and desist from doing so. 
amnesty will be given." 

With bated breath every one 
listened to the proclamation- It 
was thi s same Muslim, son of 
Aqil, who was to lead the prayers 
that evening, and as the 
proclamation ended he arose to' 
fulfil his duty. A few exchanged 
inquiring glances, with their 


friends. Some others whispered 
some words to their neighbors. At 
this moment the call for prayers 
was given and Muslim silently 
rose to lead the congregational 
prayers. 

When Muslim completed the 
prayers and turned back, he found 
the mosque empty, except for one 
person only — Hanee Ibne Orwah 
at whose house Muslim was 
staying as a guest. The two looked 
at each other. No words were 
needed to tell Muslim why the 
people of Kufa had deserted him. 
The people of Kufa, who had so 
persistently asked Husain to come 
over to them and take up the 
responsibilities of their spiritual 
amelioration had, one hearing the 
proclamation, got scared out of 
their wits. These were the people 
who had in the past betrayed 
Muslim's uncle Ali, the 
Commander of the Faithful, and 
shown cowardice in tin-es of 
trouble and tribulations. These 
were the people who had deserted 
Muslim's cousin, Hasan, son of 
Ali, in his hour of need. 

Muslim stood for a while 
motionless. His face was full of 
anguish. He was not dismayed at 
the fate that awaited him, because 
a fighting death was the heritage 
of his family. He was only 
disconsolate at the thought that he 
has reposed confidence in these 
people’s sincerity and written to 
his cousin, Husain, to come over 
to Kufa as their moral, mental and 
spiritual preceptor, to save them 
from sinking into the depths of 
moral degradation. How he 
wished he- has not been hasty about 


judging these people! 

A moment's reflection was 
sufficient to make up his mind. At 
least there was one man with him 
who could be relied upon. If be 
could only send a message to 
Husain through Hanee Ibne Orwah 
about the treachery of the people 
of Kufa! 

With these thoughts Muslim 
turned towards Hanee. Before he 
could give expression to his 
thoughts. Hanee Ibne Orwah 
anticipated his words. In low 
whispers he said: "Muslim, my 
respected guest. 1 know what is 
uppermost in your mind. If God 
enable me to leave this cursed 
town in time, I shall rush 
post-haste to warn our master and 
Imam to turn back." He hung his 
head down and, in a tone which 
was hardly audible, added, as if 
muttering to himself: "Muslim, 
my duty towards you as your host 
demands that 1 should remain here 
to protect you and shed the last 
drop of my blood in your defense. 

But I know that you would like me 
to attend to the higher duty which 
we both owe to our Lord, Husain 
Ibne Ali. There is hardly tune to 
be lost and so I bid you farewell. 
May Almighty- God protect you 
and your innocent sons from the 
fiuy of these treacherous fiends." 

Hanee Ibne Orwah rushed out 
of the mosque. He knew that be 
had to act quickly, if at all he was 
to succeed in his mission. Before 
leaving Kufa he had to do 
something for the safety of the two 
young sons of Muslims who had 
not yet reached their teens. He was 


quickly revolving in his mind how 
he could hide these innocent boys 
and where. He could not think of 
anybody known to him who could 
be trusted to give shelter to them. 

He hardly bad nay time at his 
disposal to make arrangements 
because his paramount obligation 
was to convey Muslim's message 
to Imam Husain. His 
quick-working mind decided that 
the children of Muslim must be 
warned to get out of the bouse 
where they were no longer safe 
and leave the rest to God. 

On reaching his house, Hanee 
asked his wife to whisk the 
children out of the house by the 
back door for their safety. He 
asked his servant to harness his 
horse as quickly as he could. 

Hardly Muhammad and Ibrahim, 
the young sons of Muslim, had 
been put on the road to face the 
world and its turmoils in a strange 
and unfriendly city, the bouse of 
Hanee was surrounded by armed 
troopers sent by Obeidullah. 

Hanee realized that the hope he 
had cherished to leave the town 
and carry the message of Muslim 
to Husain was completely 
frustrated. He unsheathed his 
sword and fell upon the hirelings 
of Obeidullah with the intention of 
selling his life as dearly as be 
could. The odds against him were 
too heavy. He was soon 
overpowered and chained and 
marched off to die court of die 
Governor. 

(To be coru’d) 
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person or deed is to be exalted, it 
is said that particular person has 
the status of shahid, or that a 
particular act merits the reward of 
shahadar. For example, a student 
who seeks knowledge with the 
motive of finding out the truth and 
gaining the favor of God is said to 
die the death of shahid if he dies 
during the course of his studies. 

This signifies the high status and 
sanctity of a student. Similarly, a 
person who endures pain and 
labors strenuously for the support 
of his family is said to be like a 
fighter in the cause of God. It may 
be noted that Islam is severely 
opposed to lethargy and 
parasitism, and regard hard work 

as a duty. (To be cont'd) . 

g ^jeCdljeyal nil I uli^ jutilJailiu dllj toj A ~ 
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“If one seeks the pleasure of Allah despite the wrath 
and displeasure of people, Allah is sufficient for him 
in his affairs with them. And if one seeks the pleas- *. ■ 

ure of people despite the wrath and displeasure of ^ 
Allah , he will be forsaken by Him leaving him to (the 
mercy of) people 3 * Imam Hussein (AS) ^ 
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Muharram is the month in which ; .. . 

justice rose against injustice and jngk 

Truth stood up against Falsehood ! 
and proved that, in the course of — *" 

history , Truth has always 
triumphed over Falsehood. . 

IMAM HUSSEIN IBN ALl S" 

/Jil* ^ P™ 56 ^ Allah, the Lord of the worlds. There is no gpd 
Uu^kbut Allah, the One. Peace and blessings be with Muham- > ^ y 
mad, the Messenger of Allah and his pure and sinless Ahlul-Bait. .*"* '■ 

In the twentieth century, and particularly in the last quarter of if> ' _ 
we have witnessed many revolutions resulting in drastic changes in 
the geographical, political and sociological faces of the world. Most - ^ ~ - 
of these changes, if not all, have affected large groups of Muslims in ' . 

one way or the other. ^ .j 

World events move quickly and man forgets the lessons of the ^ - 
past But history is connected by a- series of circumstances and ^ 
continues to repeat itself. Thus, the past affects the present and the 
present, no less, affects the future. The human conflicts we are * ’ * , 
witnessing in the world today are merely a reflection of the conflicts ‘ 
of the past. The essence of these conflicts are based on right and 
wrong, good and evil, truth and falsehood. t~ 

We often find the unjust ideologies, regimes and methods of ( 
ideology threatening the security of the people and destroying man '!•*-.* 
with the pressure of their interests and enmity. We often find this to *>. * 

be in effect in this land, in Europe, Asia, America and Africa. When ^ ^ ^ 
we search history we find that what we are suffering today is a 
continuation of the stories of injustice of long ago and that the L 
oppressors of the world today are the successors of the oppressors 
of yesterday. .VS * - 

If we contemplate these and the many other events that are. ! ^/» f" > , * 

affecting the Muslim world today, we will find that there is a strong , ■ V* *8 - _ * v , 

parallelism to the subject of our book ' V * ' • 

_ ~ a * ,r * ef accouR t of the life of Imam Hussein bin Ali bin Abi ^ ^ - 

Talib (A5j, the second grandson of the Holy Prophet <S) and thethird 
divmely chosen caliph from the Ahlul-Bait (AS). He was the leader df X 
amovement that was very unlike his illustrious predecessors. A!-? ^ „ 

ug the Holy Prophet (S) engaged in war for the sake of Allah/ it \ • " * . 

was at a time when Islam was struggling to establish itself as a tfivine s ^ ^ • 

religion. Later, during the Imamatecif Ah* bin Abi Talib (AS), again :.V. " 

he dnven to war to protect Isbm from the deviatore.Atflie time f N ;■ 

aftne Imamate of Hassan bin Ali bin Abi Talib (AS) hfe followers had ^ . 
tost much of their power and force and because the Woodshed of * 

Cause further division in the uramah. Imam Hassan (AS) L > V ' 

religion? 1 * * ^ ***** wi,h lh * enem X order to protect the 

. (Tobecoqt'^.S^^ ~ .... 
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THOUGHT 


While we try to teach our children 
all about life, our children teach us 
what life is all about. 

Angmlm Sckunndl 


■P Pose Vitamin E Benefits* Elderly 
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_ j-r— Elderly people 
g^<:sntinies therecommcnded 
'of vitamin E 
bolstered titetr age- weakened im- 

muoe systems without ad verse ef- 
fects, researcherssaid. 

In an eight-month trials 88 
healthy adjed^lit least 65 years 
old look eith^ii:#wdjo. or vita- 
min E supplements of 60, 200, or 
gOO niiltigraiBS per day. The U.S. 
recommended daily allowance of 




30 milligrams daily applies to 
younger people. 

The elderly subjects taking 200 
milligram supplements showed 
significantly increased immune re- 
sponses to hepatitis b and tetanus 
vaccines, wrote study author 
Sixain Meydani of die nutritional 
immunology laboratory at Tufts 
University in Boston. The antioxi- 
dant vitamin also bag been found 
to inhibit production of pro- 
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staglandin E2, a fatty add. 

However, the subjects did not 
develop a stronger immune re- 
sponse to a diphtheria vaccine and 
there was no effect on the total 
number of cells and proteins that 
fight infection. 

“Since age-associated decline 
in immune response is associated 
with increased morbidity and mor- 
tality in the elderly and is widely 
observed, recommendations to in- 
crease the intake of vitamin E for 
elderly should be considered, ’* 
Meydani wrote in the Journal of 
the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

His study was funded in part by 
a grant from drugmaker Hoffman- 

Laroche Inc., a unit of roche hold- 
ing Ltd. 

“The era of nutrient supple- 
ments to promote health and re- 
duce illness is here to stay,** Ranjit 
Changdra of the Memorial Uni- 
versity of Newfoundland- in St. 
John's, Canada, wrote in an ac- 
companying editorial. 

Chandra, who holds a patent 
(Cantd on Pg. 14) 


Cream Found to Heal 
Herpes Cold Sores Faster 


CHICAGO — Recurrent cold 
sores and painful mouth lesions 
caused by a form of herpes that 
afflicts one in three Americans 
healed more quickly when a re- 
cently approved cream was ap- 
plied, a study released oq this 
week said. 

The 782 people given peoci- 
clovir antiviral cream reported a 
median healing time of 4.8 days 
for their cold sores, compared to 
5.5 days for those applying a pla- 
cebo. 

The length of time pain was 
experienced from the sores, which 
can appear several times a year on 
the lips and nostrils, was shortened 
.to 3.5 days with the cream com- 
pared to 4. 1 days for the placebo. 

The trial, which was funded in 
part by drug maker Smithkline 
Beecham pic, required frequent 
application and may have underes- 
timated its benefits, study author 
Spotwood Spruance from the Uni- 
versity of Utah in Salt Tnkw City 


wrote in the journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. 

The cream, available by pre- 
scription under the brand nanja 
Denavir, was recently granted 
U.S. approval based on the find- 
ings of U.S. , Canadian and Euro- 
pean trials. 

Cold sores affect between 20 
percent and 45 percent of Ameri- 
cans and can be triggered by the 
sun, fever, stress, menstruation 
and the -common cold. The cause, 
herpes simplex virus type-1, can 
be spread by the lesions through 
direct contact or shared surfaces 
such as drinking from the Mmw 
cup. 

The cream contains the miw 
active agent as the oral pill fhmvir 
that is used to treat recurrent geni- 
tal herpes, which>is caused by her- 
pes simplex type-2, and herpes 
zoster, or shingles. The drug 
works by inhibiting viral DNA 
replication in herpes-infected 
cells. (R*ut«w) 


HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by MBchael A. Peg, MJ. 
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You'rb- not floss ing- 
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Noon 13:01 

Evening 20:18 

Dawn (tomorrow) 04:18 

Sunrise (tomorrow) 06:05 

Britain Confirms 16 
Human “Mad Cow” 
Cases 

LONDON - The British govern- 
ment said on Tuesday it had iden- 
tified 16 definite and probable 
cases of the newest human version 
of mad cow disease. 

In its monthly update on 
creutzfeldt-jakob disease (CJD), it 
said there had been six cases of the 
brain-wasting illness so far in 
1997. 

Of these, one was the “new 
variant" of CJD first identified a 
year ago and linked with bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE 
or mad cow disease). 

That brought the total number 
of cases of the new variant in Brit- 
ain to 16, including two definite 
cases — identified by brain biopsy 
— who were still alive. 

One case of the new variant has 
been reported in France. 

CJD normally strikes about one 
in a million. There were 57 cases 
in Britain last year. (REUTER) 
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THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 
#31, MODARRES & AFRICA 

MUNCnON 
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Duplex , g/f apt,, 300 
sq. m, 4 bedrs, fully 
film., Gaxor kitchen, 
system, 4 American 
Stnd. baths, pvt. garden 
& s/jj. 
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Sales S£ Rentals 

Residential & Commercial Property 
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Afrooz 


innovator of weight loss Slimmer Strips 
Tel: 605 1513 

Approved by the fflinistxy of Health and Medical Education 
License No: 74/8/24-1/713063 
Available at drugstores nationwide 


Beautiful building on Vati Asr, Sh emiran area, 
600sq.m. 


KHOBASAN TURQUOISE STORE 
Gold, Jewels — Hassani 
No. 115, opposite 
Engbdab Hotel, Tafcgbaai 
Am . Teh 6405074 


Audio, TV, video, camera, 
organ and piano, refrig and | 
freezer, carpets, cioths, and 
other household appliances. 



t fs. /& 

THE ONLY GENUINE 
CHINESE 

FOOD IN TOWN 

No. 3, Abdo Stc, Valiasr 
Ave. opp. Fatemi. 
Tel: 881 0163 , 890714 


Advertise 


Tehran 


Times 


is 

■ 31^ 
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The 850 Housing Agency 
8 74 74 74 - 850 850 


British Airways 
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Housing _ m 

■fes: Better Services f*. nobhson 


Return to the Eden 


Duplex Villa at Elahiyeii 

1000sq.m land, 600sq.m b/a, 3 bedrs, luxury 
fum.j sauna, vety nice garden. 




The world’s favourite airline 

Vali-Asr Ave. Opposite Park Meflat Sayeh St, No 1 Sayeh Building 

<•. *r - ■- r~ , z 7 ’:"- r err 


PERSIAN 

FagGf <« ) French, Urfi—, Sp « uki 4 

in 3 months 2217161 

LEARN 

Guitar 2217161 


/^COMPUTraS^ 

TRAINING 

IN THREE WEEKS FOR ALL 
LEVELS AND COURSES DM 
ENGLISH BY UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR 

2201144 (DP) 


DAVAR Housing Agency 

Villas, Apts., Houses 
Tel: 2547736 - 2583587 

INDIAN ANCIENT POWER 

LIONESS NAIL, LIMITED 
STOCK, CONTACT AU ON 


3 bedrs, residential 
basement, sfq , 
approx. 500 sq.rnyard, 
s/p, c/g. 


i tip SIMORGH-PACK 

l 5 international packers 4 movers 

i-AZJ. WANTS YOU 

TO SAVE & ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 

FORFf&EtSTJMAJEHQNTACT: 

- 7 si: r m mt & sres *a& ss* 3544 I 

T l i= ^. 


PLEASE BE INFORMED THAT P.S.O INTENDS TO TENDER THE , 

PURCHASE OF: CLOSED CIRCUIT TV EQUIPMENT. ^ \ 

INTERESTED PARTIES ARE INVITED TO RECEIVE THE TENDER - 

DOCUMENTS FROM GROUND FLOOR, SECTION OF TECHNICAL ; 

& ENGINEERING DEPT., NO. 16, SHAHID SAIDI ALLEY, BETWEEN 
NEJATOLLAHI & HAFEZ, ENGHELAB AVE..TEHRAN-IRAN /K 
AGAINST A RECEIPT OF 50,000 RIALS PAID TO ACC flO. 822 ^ 

WITH CENTRAL BANK OF IRAN TOGETHER WITH A FORMAL V.;; : ^ 
REPRESENTATION LETTER ALL WORKING DAYS FROM 9 T0 11 C I 
A.M. BY THE DATE OF THE FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT. , 

ALL PROPOSALS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED LATEST BY 10AJL 
LOCAL TIME ON JUNE 17, 1997 . ^ v 

ENVELOPES SHALL BE OPENED AT PRESENCE OF THE ,S? \ 

BIDDERS REPRESENTATIVES ONE HOUR LATER ON THE SAME K 
DAY. 
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KINSHASA — in the rolling hills 
eatf of Kinshasa, fear and langhter 
aitomte easily in the eyes of the 
dishevelled Zairean soldiers 


They can be seen if you . drive. 
«? of the capital* Past n'Djili 
!* t “MKnil Airport, the open 
fields, die little villages tucked 
other side of the road, and into the 
hA hillsides. 

. On die road to Kenge fear 
pervades, because it is on die road 

f fiom Kenge, about 200 kilometers 
(120 miles) from Kinshag^ that 
1 am ent Kabila’s rebels will tw. 
day converge on the capital. 

KabilaV justice spokesman 
Mwenze Kongolo said in the 
southeastern town of Lubumbashi 
that the rebels had captured 
Kenge, mfficttnghenvy losses on 
government forces. 

- . Strike' up a conversation with 
the xoen mammg the roadblocks 
or hurtling al<mg (he route in 
battered, overcrowded trucks, 
however, and the tension soon 
disappears in a flurry of flashing 
smiles and slap-happy 
handshakes. 

One of those battered vehicles 
lurched to a halt behind two cars 
of journalists who had stopped at 
a village to look for diesel fiiel. 
The military, some in uniform and 
some in civilian clothes, 
demanded to see papers. 

One grabbed a television 
camera, another portable 
telephones, mid they ordered an 


KINSHASA, Zaire (April 30): Zairean President Mobutu Sese Seko 
gestures to U.S. envoy to Zair^ Bill Richardson (out of frame) after 
their meeting at Mobutu's private residence. Richardson 
announced that Mobutu and rebel leader Laurent Desire Kabila 
had agreed to a face-to-face meeting May 2 aboard a South African 
naval vessel. Standing behind Mobutu is Mobutu's son Nzanga. 

(AFP PHOTO) 



about-turn to a roadblock 10 
kilometers (six miles) back. 

More shouting, a security 
official casually cocked his pistol 
in the Front seat, and another 
diversion, this time to a military 
camp where z major assured all 
would be well if papers were in 
order. 

Why was the international 
press saying the rebels were only 
60 kilometers (40 miles) from the 
airport when his camp was the 
same distance, he complained. 

He relaxed as he leafed through 
the papers, carefully comparing 
names and press documents. The 
room was Hot and stuffy in the still 
heat of the early afternoon. 

As the tension eased, he 
laughed more easily. “I am an 
officer of the military police with 
interplanetary competence," he 
said. 

He insisted on buying roasted 
peanuts and rolls of bread. "This 
is my office. I*m inviting you.” 

Inside his briefcase, packed 
alongside a few sheets of paper, he 
showed a small bag of rice. Army 
rations, he explained. 

Outside, in the sultry heat, Bttie 
moved. A knot of soldiers sat on a 
bench in the shade of a tree, 
talking. A bugle blew, but no one 
appeared to answer the call. Flies 
buzzed around. 

Inside, soldiers chatted easily. 
Handshakes, ready laughs. Whai 
did people in Europe think was 
going to happen in Zaire, one 


asked, then said: “We are 
determined.'* 

The military, some wearing 
informs of the elite oresidentia] 


division of the Zairean Army, 
smiled away any question about 
the fighting reported at Kenge. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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INAUGURATION OF E.C.S.t. 

Liner Services to Caspian Sea 

We are proud to announce the inauguration of Europe Caspian 
Sea Line's (E.C.S.LJ liner services from all major north 
European/Russian ports to Caspian Sea ports (via Volga waterways) 
with final destination ports of Anzali and Nowshahr in die I.R. of 
Iran. 

The service will begjn its first sailing late April 1997, upon the 
opening of the waterway system. 

Regular sailing with ocean/river vessels from ports in the 
Hamburg-Antwerp range, Scandinavia and the UK will be offered 
on this line. In addition, cargo will be a cce pted en route to Baku, 
Aktau, Turkmen bashi and for all major Volga river ports. Exclusive 
agents for the line in Iran is: 


For further details, please contact: 
BOS's commercial department: 


Tel: 8744051 - 8756367 
Fax: 8743364 

Tlx: 21 6566 - 226845 BLUE IR 


Golha Town. Solid Evidence of Gose Cooperalion and Collaboration Between Housing Cooperative Co. and 

v Ministry oi Housing and Irban Development 
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introduction 

hast year one of the newspapers published a reportnamely “The 
Sweet Dream of Owna% a House Is Materialized in Golha Town*'. 
Ac cor ding to toe latest reports, this year, toe construction works 
are stiH going on using toe self-sufficiency principle in- NAJA 
(Islamic Republic Army Ground Forces). No.l Politico-Ideologic 
Department’s Housing Cooperative Co. also enjoying toe 
governmental fariEties as wefl as toe banking system of the country 
plus pcn on mr/ia g toe current expenditures. 

Almost five months after toe first report and at the onset of Eid 
ut-Ghadir, Ministry of Housing and Urban Development's top 
officials visited toe operational and construction works of Golha 



Town during a ceremony attended by toe responsible authorities of 
the town’s construction works and members of NAJA 
I^ditico-ldeolagicDq^artnient’s Housing Cooperative Co. 

The Officials gave some guidelines on the advancement of the 
operations in toe town. 

The following is a comprehensive report on toe ceremony. 

Engineer Shapouri, Director percent, discount for (he loan interest 

payable to the hank.'* 

Dr. Tcimoar, Managing Director 
of Tehran Province Housing and 
Urban Development Organization's 
Architecture and Urban Development 
Management said the construction 
activities in Golha Town have bam 
successful and satisfactory adding: 

“Is wc outline construction works 
of the towns in three stages, wc will 
sec that the management of this town, 
applying applied guidelines of 
Housing and Urban Development 
Organization, has been successful in 
the three stages of design, ratification 
and execution. Fairly speaking, wc 
should say that Golha Town is 
exemplary which has passed the 
hierarchy of ratification well. 

In execution works also we witness 
regularity ip all sections: first 


General fin- Tehran Province Housing 
and Urban Development, expressing 
his satisfaction of the advancement of 
construction . operations in the town 
with the agreeable quality said: 

**11 is my belief that the most 
important principle in construction 
procedure, is maintaining quality and 
its further promotion. Fortunately, 
quality has been well considered m 
construction of Golha Town. 
Maintaining quality during the 
operations is both -useful for the 
commissioner and . consumer. 
Financially speaking, doing so 
requires minor figures." 

He - added; “In carrying ote the 
articles of Budget Law Iasi year and 
this year, bousing cooperatives and 
residential complex-makers 
(mass-producers) can enjoy an right 




preparing the ground, then 
house-building simultaneously with 
the establishment of public service 
sections required for the town. 

He went on to say: “What wc 
witnessed during our visit today, was 
the coordinated construction works 
according to the requirements of the 
ratified plan and paying special 
attention to the number of residential 
units and per capita of the town’s 
population. Management of the 
organization is satisfied with the 
achievements." 


'/.U 

Finally, be expressed hope the 
town would completely go on stream 
in near future and Tehran Province 
Housing and Urban Development reap 
the fruit of its participation in the 
formation of an exemplary town. 
>i«Svaci'5egri < s^'2 cT 

jjS'iruiTci jC'H wcc*3’£«3 

During the ceremony Mr. Gbolam 
Hasan Azari Shad, Managing Director 
of NAJA No.l Politico-Ideologic 
Department’s Housing Cooperative 
Co., giving a report on the activities 


' r-ry -t 



and exccutional stages in the town 
said: 

’’During the short-term 
construction works, starting 
Nov.-Dee. 1996. implementation of 
the complex's ceilings has been 
continued and the production 
workshops have been developed. 
During the said time span, the tile 
producing workshop was put on 
stream. From now on. the floor tiles 
of residential units (indoor and 
outdoor) will be produced by the 
cooperative. 

Ceiling concrete blocks workshop 
is operational and the welding 
workshop has been equipped. 

At present all doors, windows, and 
guard fences needed for the complex 
are made and procured by the 
cooperative. According to the 
programs made the cooperative is 
supposed to fabricate walls to separate 
residential units.” 

He added: “One of the most 
important factors in executional 
works, on which 70 percent of work 
advancement lays, is ontime 
procurement of construction materials 
specially strategic and important 
needs. 

Last year, enjoying the allocated 
credits decisions were made for 
procuring construction materials as 
ccmcix. pipes, and tiles. This year 
will be still better if the cooperative 
members pay the expenditures 
ontime.’’ 

Revealing that the plan of 
establishing education centers of 
Golha Town has taken preliminary 
steps. Azari Shad said: 

“Concerning the fact that 
establishment of education centers in 
the town is one of the first needs of 
the would-be dwellers of the town , the 
operational works in this regard will 
he bundled in near future. 

Tlie public service units and the 


town’s central park are under] 
construction. Also the public andl 
private transportation terminals have! 
been established in the town." 

Finally, he said all thcl 
achievements in the town have been 
materialized as a result of close 
collaboration of the members off 
NAJA Politico-Ideologic 

Department’s Housing Cooperative 
Company and executional maitognsj 
of the town. 


According to Engineer Scyed 
Mohammad Naser Raisi, deputy, 
executional-operational affairs and 
bead of workshop for NAJA 
Politico-Ideologic Department’s 
Housing Cooperative Co., since, 
Nnv.-Dec. of last year outstanding 
changes nave been made in the town; 
specially in equipping workshops and 
advancement of the works. 

Golha Town consists of 7 phases 
and 1.400 residential units, all with 
high standards (The notification 28Qo| 
on earthquake has been comp4dely put 
in practice in these units with the! 
supervision of Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Development.) 

He went on to say: “Since last 
year. 60 percent of ceiling plan for! 
phases 1 & 2, including some 300 
residential units, "has been 
implemented. He hope phases 1 & 2 
will be handed over to the members 
by the September. 1997. 

Also a few new workshops as 
blacksmith have been equipped and 
pul on stream, some new machinery 
and two buses for the transportation of] 
the staff have been purchased.” 

Finally, he hoped the situation 
would be better enough to make the 
responsible authorities of the town 

fulfill .their obligations. 


I 
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Freemasonry Grapples 
With Image Problems 


60 Years Later, Zeppelin’s Crash 
Remains a Mystery 


LONDON — Clandestine meet- 
ings. strange rituals and secret 
handshakes — h may sound like 
ancient paganism, but this is a com- 
mon perception of freemasonry. 

Freemasons, often criticized 
as a group of middle class men 
helping each other up the corpo- 
rate ladder, have a serious image 
problem. 

But the current leadership is 
determined to get rid of their bad 
reputation as a sinister group out 
to subvert the course of justice 
for personal gain. 

The freemasons' movement of 
England and Wales made its first 
tentative footsteps from the shad' 
ows in 1984, with men willing to 
admit to membership and talk of 
their aims and beliefs. That open- 
ness continues today. 

“There is only one thing we 
keep secret — the means of rec- 
ognition which are the signs, to- 
kens and words,** said Michael 
Higham, who as grand secretary 
of the grand united lodge of Eng- 
land, Wales and overseas is one 
of the order's most senior offi- 
cials. 

Calvi Case Helped 
Speed the Change 

Before World War II. the so- 
ciety was open but for 40 years 
afterwards it turned in on itself. 

A policy of not talking to the 
press or correcting factual errors 
exacerbated a growing belief of 
conspiracy. 

The case of Italian banker 
Roberto Calvi may have been the 
catalyst for openness. 

In June 1982 Calvi, chairman 
of Banco Ambrosiano and often 
known as “ggd's banker” be- 
cause of his links with Vatican 
circles, was found dead, hanging 
from Blackfriars bridge in Lon- 
don. 

He had nothing in his pockets 
but some pebbles, and a myth 
was bom that Italian freemasons 
were somehow implicated in his 
mysterious death. 

“We were and sometimes still 
are a very convenient scape- 
goat,” said higham. 

Freemasons hall in central 
London is open to visitors. The 
society is registered with the 
tourist board and newsletters are 
published quarterly. 

Even the paraphernalia which 
intrigues outsiders — the cos- 
tumes and tools used in rituals to 
admit masons to the order — can 
be bought from a shop opposite 
the hall. 

Allegations of corruption in 
the police and the judiciary have 
kept away many candidates in the 
past few years, but Winston 
Churchill, Lord Kitchener of 
Khartoum, Christopher Wren, 
and Rudyard Kipling were ma- 
sons. 

Almost every generation of 
the royal family has been repre- 
sented and ultimate power lies 
with the grand master, currently 
the Duke of Kent, Queen Eliza- 
beth's cousin. 

But freemasonry is not limited 
to the rich and famous. “We 
say, ‘from dukes to dustmen,"’ 
said Higham, a mason for 41 
years and grand secretary for 17. 
“To be a freemason, one requires 
a belief in any 'good' god and you 
have to be a good citizen, politics 
are not discussed. ” 


Charity Begins at 
the Lodge 

Though there are no specific 
aims, a major masonic obligation 
is charity. 

‘'Freemasons and their fami- 
lies are looked after first. That's 
where our charity begins,” said 
Higham. 

Over the past three years ma- 
sons have collected 13 million 
pounds ($21.1 million) and do- 
nated half to practitioners and 
half to non-practitioners. 

Freemasonry's “column of 
mutual support and defense”, un- 
der which members look out for 
each other, is an obligation which 
draws accusations of infiaence- 
peddling, but Higham says the 
system has limits. 

“The obligation does not ex- 
tend to breaking the law,” 
Higham said. "You would help 
your friends if you could.” 

Freemasonry's roots, some 
say, go back to the Egyptians, or 
to the ancient civilizations of 
Sumeria or Phoenicia. Others say 
it started with Hiram Abif, the. 
builder of King Solomon's tem- 
ple, upon which its rituals are 
based. 

“Solomon's temple conven- 
iently brings together Christians 
and Moslems. But the religious 
representation is all encompass- 
ing,” Higham said. 

Modem - 

Freemasonry Takes 
Shape 

Modern freemasonry took its 


form at the turn of the 17th cen- 
tury. Elias Ashmoie, who wrote 
of his initiation in 1646, is the 
first mason on record. 

“It may have started in the 
1500s with the operative masons 
who built cathedrals and castles. 
But nobody really knows," said 
Higham. 

Freemasonry spread with the 
British Empire. Today there are 
350,000 members belonging to 
8,500 lodges affiliated to the 
united lodge. The overseas con- 
tingent, mainly in Common- 
wealth countries. South America 
and Turkey, totals 33,000 mem- 
bers. 

There are about another 130 
united lodges worldwide with 
around 4.5 million members. 

“Hitler loathed the organiza- 
tion and the Iron Curtain didn't 
allow if,*' Higham said. “Neither 
does it do well in fundamentally 
Islamic countries. They think it's 
a radical Zionist organization.” 

Some masons leave when they 
discover it is not for advancing 
personal interests, one or two 
leave because they feel it con- 
flicts with religious beliefs and 
some leave because they fear it 
may harm their employment. 

“Many employers don't tike 
the order. But we expect mem- 
bers to tell the truth if asked,” 
said Higham. 

Expulsion is the only option 
when a mason misbehaves or 
foils foul of the law. Thirty-five 
were expelled in 1996, just below 
foe annual average of nearly 39. 
over foe past 10 years. 



LAKEHURST. New Jersey — 
What happened is familiar to any- 
body who has seen the black-and- 
white footage of flames peeling 
away the skin of the airship Hin- 
denburg, or beard the eyewitness 
reporter's frantic description of 
"the humanity” dying before him. 

It’s the “why" that remains 
unanswered, 60 years after the 
804-foot (245-meter) German 
Zeppelin burst into flames, 
crashing in slow motion onto a 
New Jersey field. 

On May 6, 1937, 10 hours late 
for its landing at Lakehurst naval 
air station after a 2 1/2-day trip 
from Frankfurt, the ship de- 
scended to about 300 feet (90 
meters) and crew members 
dropped lines to be moored. 

Then it happened — an explo- 
sion that killed 35 on board and 
a navy crewman on the ground. 

“All we saw was a big red 
glow inside, then she burst 
through the covered remembers 
John Iannaccone, 86, who was a 
navy crew member. ”We ran to- 
ward the ship. We saw one man 
jump out of foe nose. He got 
killed. We sow another one lim- 
ning and everything was burned 
right off him. be died, too. 

“We ran up to the passenger 
compartment and saw an old cou- 
ple still sitting in there. They 
didn't even know what had hap- 
pened,” Iannaccone said. 

Among the reporters was Her- 
bert Morrison, 31, recording the 
landing for radio station WLS in 
Chicago. 

“It's burning, bursting into 
flames. ... This is one of foe 
worst catastrophes. ... Oh, the 




•rtii: 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — A be- 
spectacled 79-year-old man has be- 
come the hero of Winnipeg for 
ordering the construction of a mas- 
sive ditch that protected the city 
from the area's worst flooding in 
145 years. 

Despite widespread opposi- 
tion at the time, Charles “Duff” 
Roblin proposed and oversaw 
construction of a huge diversion 
channel on the Red River more 
than three decades ago when he 
was premier of Manitoba. 

That once-derided decision is 
now being hailed as a heretic act 
that saved the city’s 650,000 resi- 
dents from devastation similar to 
that suffered by Grand Forks, 
North Dakota. 

The floodway defense, 
dubbed Duffs ditch by his crit- 
ics, has in recent days spared 
Winnipeg an estimated $2 billion 
Canadian ($1.5 billion) in dam- 
age. Completed in 1968, it cost 
$63 million Canadian ($47 mil- 
lion) to build. 

“It's unimaginable what Win- 
nipeg would look like if we didn't 
have foe flood protection works. 
Everybody should write Duff a 
card or send him flowers,” said 
Larry Whitney, Manitoba's chief 
flood engineer. 

The ageing Roblin still lives in 
Winnipeg and has received an 
outpouring of thanks from city 
residents. Some are even sug- 
gesting a parade to honor him on 
his birthday on June 17. 

During the crisis, thousands 
have gathered daily on the banks 


ram - 




of foe floodway to marvel at the 
surging waters. 

Roblin himself flicked the 
switch when the flood way’s mas- 
sive hydraulic gales were acti- 
vated this year on april 21, di- 
verting part of the river's flow 
from the downtown. 

The Red River swelled to 22 
times its normal flow this year 
after record snowfalls melted. It 
wreaked disaster in North Dakota 
before submerging a vast ex- 
panse of southern Manitoba 
twice foe size of Hong Kong. 

But Manitoba's biggest city 
has suffered minimal damage 
with only 29 homes flooded, 
thanks in large measure to foe 
29-mile (47 -km) floodway. The 
width of a city block, it parts foe 
Red River south of the city and 
channels the overflow to the ea^t . 

Although the ditch has helped 
Winnipeg more than 19 times 
since it opened, this year's flood 
is foe greatest vindication yet for 
RoWin's much-criticized move to 
build the channel. 

“You can’t be sure that a de- 
cision you made more than 30 
years ago would turn out to be foe 
right one. I'm sure all the deci- 
sions I made did not turn out to 
be the right ernes, but this one 
did,” he wrote in a local newspa- 
per recently. 

Roblin decided to build the 


structure after a huge flood in 
1950 forced 100,000 Winnipeg 
residents to flee their homes, but 
he came in for stiff criticism over 
the $63 million Canadian ($47 
million) price tag. 

Since then it has prevented 
damage estimated at $5.5 bdUoa 
Ca n a dian ($4 billion) in Win- 
nipeg, up to $2 billion Canadian 
($1.5 billion) of that this year 
alone. 

The ditch required a massi ve 
earth excavation effort that has 
been compared to construction of 
the Panama canal. It took six 
years to build and opened on 
Oct- 11, 1968. 

Ironically some commentators 
have suggested foe floodway 
would never be built in today's 

era of fiscal austerity and govern- 

ment cuts. The cost of cocstnKt- 
ing it today would be an esti- 
mated at $350 million 
($260 million). 

A former air force com- 
mander who was also a success- 
ful businessman, Roblin is mod- 
est about his achievement. 

Often described as shy despite 
his political talents, be has re- 
buffed calls to rename the chan- 
nel foe Roblin memorial flood- 
way. “I would rather have it 
called Duff's ditch. That's a good 
name for it. Suits me fine,” 'he 
told a local interviewer, f a TrT j 


humanity,” Morrison says in foe 

famous recording. 

The cause of the explosion 
was in dispute from the start. 
Tales of sabotage by Germans, 
though never supported by facts, 
continue to fuel conspiracy theo- 
ries. 

Investigations said the prob- 
able cause was a leak of hydro- 
gen, the flammable, ligfater-than- 
air gas that filled foe airship, 
complicated by looming thunder- 
storms and a spark of static elec- 
tricity from the landing lines 
dragging on the ground below. 

But new evidence suggests it 
is more likely that a static spark 
ignited foe cigar-shaped airship’s 
outer cover, which was made of 
cloth coated with a highly flam- 
mable varnish, former NASA hy- 
drogen manager Addison Bain 
said in an article published this 
month by foe Smithsonian Air 
and Space Museum magazine. 

He and airship historian Rich- 
ard Van Treuren contend in foe 
article that newsreel footage 
shows that foe fire did not burn 
like a hydrogen fire. Flames 
from a hydrogen fire would have 
shot up toward foe sky, they say, 
but the fire burned toward the 
ground. 

Iannaccone, who watched 


from about 300 feet (9i) metes) 
away, rejects the theory. ‘.. ; - 

“I still believe itwas jfe 
electricity and hydrogen. FB 
standby it- 1 was there,” hfcaajHi. 

Today, the sate is vrrtudfr ay 
changed. It wasTt until 195? Am . 
a F fin de nbu r g memorial wasbafcr 
The 15-foot (4 1/2-mtfm} 
diamond-shaped gran ite 
sits on a vacant atrfidd, nearly : 
flush with the grotaxL Chi Tu esd a y 
night, the grandsons of foe may 
cre w man who died in foe dank 
will lay a wreath at foe site: - 


In Lakehurst, the 
capital of foe world,” 
icons are everywhere. 

Borough administr ator Robert 
Morris has a plastic beg ft&dF 
airship-shaped erasers and air- 
ship-sbsped lapel fans for vrsapo-r 
to 2hs office. 

Morris, like other restdeofs of 
this former railroad town 45 
miles (70 Irifometcrs) east of 
Philadelphia, doesn't *■* 
die town's name is synonymous 
with an aviation tragedy. 

Maiy Sdfex, president of foe 
Lakehurst Historical Society, 
said, “we always say, ‘you can’t 
think about the Hmdenbnrg with- 
out thinking of lakeburst,’ and 
vice versa.” fU) 


Kidney Transplants 
Flourish in Pakistan 
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KARACHI — Hundreds of Paki- 
stanis who have bad kidney trans- 
plants flocked to a playground last 
weekend to deliver a message to 
their countrymen — donate organs 
to save lives. 

Organizers said the event, the 
first of its land m the country, 
marked the start of a nationwide 
ca mp aign to remove a general 
“misconception" that kidney do- 
nation was hazardous. 

Some 3,000 people have re- 
ceived a new lease of life in Paki- 
stan since 1985 when transplao- 
tion was introduced in this, one 
of foe world’s largest Modem 
countries. 

"We want to spread aware- 
ness that it is safe to donate, ** said 

a professor in medicine, Anwer 
Naqvi, die main sponsor of the 
social campaign. 

Naqvi, who teaches at the 
Sindh I ns ti tute of Urology and 
Transplantation (SIUT). said the 
success rate of transplants here 
was 87 percent and donors had 
been living a normal life. 

On Sunday, colorfully attired 
men and women with transp lant* 
competed in various athletic 
events including jogging and 
javelin throwing to demonstrate 
their fitness to an audience of 
thousands of people. 

The organizers plan to send a 

contingent to foe world transplant 
pines scheduled for September 
in Sydney. 

Naqvi said there were around 
12,000 renal failures every year 
m Pakistan, half of foem neetfing 
transplants. * 

“But there are hardly enough 
donations.” he said. 

Transplant surgery is carried 

out at public and private hospitals 

m fonidu. Rawalpindi and La- 
hore. The cost is 350,000 rupees 
(8,750 dollars) at private hospi- 
fols and half of that at a public 


facility. 

' Naqvi “aid about 500 of foe 
transplants were done at sot and 
they were all free of charge. 

There is strong prejudice, in- 
cluding opposition from die Is- 
lamic clergy, against cadaveric 
transplants in Pakistan, for which 
no law has yet been enacted. 

“Only kidneys are donated 
and that too by relatives only, 
whereas in cases of liver or heart 
only cadaveric transplanation is 
possible,” Naqvi said. 

“The body of the dead has to 
go back to god and nobody has 
the right to take an organ. It will 
be devil's work,” a cleric Abdur 

Rehman p d inw^ f lirwii - 

nant view in the religions lobby. 

“We are hoping to get a legal 
cover and in a**?*” 1 ** of 

religious leaders about donating 
organs after death,” local doctor 
Murti Lai sad. Medical experts 
here say transplants are practised - 
mat least 10 Modem countries. 

“It has been a new life for me. 

I have come here , to tell both 
decors and recrpieuls of kidneys 
(that they) can live- normal 
lives,” said Amina Mehmood, 
one of the participants m foe 
sports rally. 

“I thought I would be dead 
seeing all my shattered. 

Now I am studying nodoe. I 
can {day taw»«g Eke other hum a n 
beings,** said 

AIL 

M ohammad Rashesd flan, 
foe first Pakistani recipient of a 
kidney, said at first be 
going to India to purchase-*^ 
*“y and dkLnot want to Ide ** . 
from his brother. 

“But now we both ate happy- 

(was afraid but nowllefl people 
that organs can be tranqrfanted. I 

got named and have ch3dten» 
said Khan. 
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Need Education 
Not Work 


Tehran Times Service 
A UNICEF report reveals that 
there are countless female children 
working in Third World countries. 

It is hoped that the International 
Labor Organization (ILO) will 
launch a new drive to eliminate 
child labor in the Indian 
Sub-Continent and neighboring 
countries. 

The sectors^ which make up. a 
significant part of earnings .Jn 
those countries, are key areas hr 
which thousands of young children 
are used by employers as cheap 
labor. 

The program should focus on 
diverse regions and villages in 
each. -region,, and centers, for 
weaving of rags, where thousands 
of female children aged under 17 
are engaged in rng weaving 
industry. 

The program should also focus 
on areas where the minors are 
working in mechanic shops, 
carpenter shops, bakeries and 
many other industries. 

Numerous juveniles are 
employed in workshops 
manufacturing diversified 
products. Some of them are 
involved in hazardous workshops 
where respiratory diseases and 
dangerous electric tools such as 
saws, welding instruments etc., 
are being used. 


The program should also 
investigate into how much each 
novice and experienced child is 
making and whether income is 
paid directly to them or not, 
whether the child laborer is under 
any kind of insurance coverage, if 
the employment complies with the 
local labor law, whether the 
income tax is paid and is the child 
worker eligible to benefit from the 
social security and labor ministry 
privileges. 

Obviously, in addition to health 
concerns, die children's education 
has also been suffering with a 
great number being dropped out of 
schopls, while other fraction have 
never gone to school.. . 

It is quite impossible, almost 
inconceivable, for working female 
juveniles to make any effort to 
improve their living condition, let 
alone put aside some amount for 
die rainy days. 

The fad is that the social baas 
in those countries particularly for 
working girls under 18 is dQl a 
sort of patriarchal system. 
Employers great and small say 
they know what is best for their 
adolescent work-people; they are 
in a position to dictate working and 
living conditions to a degree 
unheard of in ordinary or 
industrialized countries. 

Female teenaoe employees are 


in a very weak position, as the high 
rate of unemployment and other 
factors make the labor so cheap. 
Those female teenagers who 
protest against private exploitation 
soon find themselves adrift. 

It will easily be seen, therefore, 
that wages and other conditions 
are what the employers choose to 
make them. It would be most 
interesting if anyone could get so 
far as to investigate the fatherly 
custom of telling the juvenile 
employees thar their weekly wages 
are. partially or felly, being 'saved 
up* for them, as they don't need 
that (much) money now, surely, 
and they'll get it later on. 

The living-in system is 
common. In some cases this would 
mean round-the-clock 

exploitation. Some girls work as 
house-maids, and in some 
occasions the employer treats the 


actual practice in the matter of 
night-work and working hours 
generally. 

There are no effective 
regulations for the safeguarding of 
adolescent workers, even in 
dangerous trades. Schemes for 
insurance against sickness, 
accidents leading to fatality or 
casualty -have been repeatedly 
turned down by the employers. 

It is not at all likely that the 
conditions for children and women 
in carpet-weaving workshops and 
similar occupations will ever be 
revealed, if, indeed, any record is 
kept. 

We must not forget that similar 
conditions are in force in the 
carpet producing industry — in 
some of the Asian countries — 
which is doing its bit in 
world-wide cheap labor 
competition. Once again it would ~ 




maid as a slave. The young maid 
is not aware of her legal rights. Tn 
some cases the juveniles are being 
exploited in this manner not 
knowing that they could report the 
breech of labor law to the relevant 
authorities. 

There is a wide discrepancy 
between official statistics and 


be hard to get the fell story. The 
workshops are manned by 
low-paid crews who are 
endangered by job hazards. 

Furthermore, there is no life 
insurance policy available to the 
immature work force to enable the 
child's parents to draw the 
insurance. 


It may be difficult, when 
describing conditions such as 
these, to avoid the appearance of 
ranting on behalf of the underdog. 
But there we have the merest 
outline of some of the facts which 
must be taken into consideration 
before we can make an estimate of 
the standard of living, of which we 
hear so much. 

The International Labor 
Organization (ILO) must launch a 
fresh survey to find the number of 
child laborers under the age of IS 
work in urban and rural areas of 
Iran, it will discover that the 
number is incredible. 

One out of every ten paid rural 
workers in these areas is a child, 
mainly unpaid family worker and 
casual laborer, an ILO report 
revealed in a survey last year. 

It says in some regions more 
girls are engaged in agricultural 
activities than boys. A portion of 
child workers in urban areas 
particularly in Tehran are 
employed in the formal sector, 
mainly in sales. 

In business, children working 
in large cities, are paid less than 
the adult workers. 

A large number of child 
workers receive lower wages than 
the rate prevalent in those 
localities. 

The ILO has urged countries to 


design a national plan of action to 
combat child labor. In a report, 
“Child Labor: What is to Be 
Done?”, the ILO, said "working 
children should not be viewed 
simply within the context of labor 
law which requires the immediate 
dismissal or withdrawal from 
work of under-age children as 
such action may in fact work 
against the children's immediate 
welfare." 

Experts have suggested a 
broader approach. The plan 
should provide for suitable 
alternatives such as schools and 
vocational training facilities. 

The problem of child labor 
cannothe-solved overnight as it is 
one of the many facets of poverty 
and underdevelopment. 

Apart from schools and 
vocational training facilities, the 
plan “should include measures 
against the underlying causes of 
child labor" and create viable 
income opportunities for the poor 
through poverty alleviation 
programs." 

Iran is urged to conduct 
research and gather information 
on how many children are 
working, what they are doing, 
where and in what conditions. 

Without such data, it is 
impossible to develop effective 
Dolicies and programs. 


Tehran Tfmes Service 

. ByGwynaeDyer 

LONDON — Just under 
three-quarters of the present 
American population (73.1 
percent) is classified as 
‘non~Hispanic white' by the U.S. 
Census Bureau. But within fifty ' 
years, it predicts, white 
Americans win be barely half the 
population (52.8 percent). 13.6 
percent of Americans' will be black 
(about the &gpe as now), Asians 
will double to 8.2 percent, and 
most of die rest will be ‘Hispanic’. 

The U.S. Census Bureau is 
almost certainly wrong- The man 
who has it right is Tiger Woods, 
the 21 -year-old golfer who 
electrified the United States by 
winning the masters tournament 
— and then outraged practically 
everybody by announcing on the 
Oprah Winfrey show that be does 
not see himself as ‘black’, but as 
‘Cablinasian’. 

It’s a word that describes what 
may be the largest American 
‘race’ ‘ by 2050: a mixed-race 
group in various shades of light 
brown that combines die genetic 
heritage of most major groups on 
foe planet. Canada promises to be 
an even more, comprehensive 
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mixture, and Australia and even 
Britain are moving in the same 
direction. 

Woods made the word 
‘CaMinasran' up because he had 
no word to describe himself. His 
father bad one white, one native 
Indian and two black 
grand-parents, and his mother was 
half Chinese, half Thai. “Growing 
up. I came up with this name — 
I'm a Cablinasian,” Woods 
explained — : a mix of Caucasian, 
black, Indian and Asian. 

Sounds exotic. But in the heart 
of the 'West', it is less. exotic all 
the time. Quite suddenly the old 
racial barriers have dropped, and 
racial inter-marriage has| taken 
off. 

In Britain, a stunning 30 
percent of people of West Indian 
origin under the age of thirty who 
are married or in a long-term 
relationship have a white partner. 
And public Opinion supports the 
change: well over two-thirds of 
, Britons strongly disapproved of 


mixed marriages as recently as 
1958, while now just over a 
quarter would object evea if close 
relatives were involved. 

The rate of inter-marriage is 
lower among British Asians, 
maybe because most of them are 
Muslims, Hindus or Sikhs for 
whom religious differences are an 
extra barrier to inter-marriage. 
But just go into the schools in big 
British cities and you can see the 
scale of the ethnic mixing that is 
happening — and this is in a 
country with only 7 percent 
foreign-bora in its population. 

Id Canada, where 20 percent of 
the population is foreign-born, the 
process seems even more 
advanced. One Saturday night 
recently I stood on the comer of 
Robson and Howe in downtown 
Vancouver and watched for a 
quarter-hour. I estimate that 
between a third and a quarter of 
foe young couples who passed by 
were multi-racial. 

The United States has far fewer 


recent immigrants (only 8 percent 
of foe population is foreign -born), 
and its unique past as the only 
industrialized country where 
slavery was once a major domestic 
institution has cursed it with an 
obsession about race. But even in 
America, the racial walls are 
breaking down. 

Only 4 percent of U.S. 
marriages are inter-racial, but that 
bald figure conceals a huge 
generational shift. In the 40s and 
50s, less than 2 percent of black 
men married white women. In the 
past decade, the figure has soared 
io nearly 10 percent. And other 
non-white Americans, who do not 
suffer the special prejudice that 
weighs on African-American 
descendants of former slaves, are 
now ‘marrying out' at a staggering 
rate. 

Some 60 percent of Asian -born 
Americans- in their 20s many 
somebody of another race, and 
nearly 70 percent of native 
American Indians under the age of 


25 are doing foe same. “In recent 
years the proportion of both men 
and women from all racial groups 
who ‘many out’ has increased,’’ 
concluded University of Michigan 
demographer Reynolds Farley in a 
study published last month. 

The ‘melting pot’ is finally 
working, even in the U.S. why? 

There are many previous 
examples of widespread racial 
mixing. Most people in northern 
India are descended for long-ago 
unions between Aryan (white) 
invaders and the darker previous 
inhabitants. Many West Indian 
'blacks' (and most American 
‘blacks’) actually carry the genes 
of former slave-owners as well as 
former slaves. 

In South Africa there is a whole 
people, the Coloreds, who come 
from the mixing of Europeans, 
’Malays’ (actually Indonesians), 
the Bushman/Hottentot original 
inhabitants, and black Africans, in 
the early days of the Cape Colony. 
But all these cases of 


inter-marriage just led to the 
drawing of new distinctions, for 
they were all based on 
relationships of unequal power. 

The caste system io India 
probably arose as a strategy for 
combating the racial mixing that 
was undermining the conquerors’ 
cohesiveness and power — and 
over three thousand years later 
Indian newspapers still carry 
advertisements by people seeking 
spouses who are ‘light’ in color. 

In the West Indies the class 
system is color-coded even more 
sharply: Jamaica has yet to have a 
prime minister who locks at all 
African. White America abolished 
the ideological embarrassment of 
mixed-race people by adopting the 
‘one drop' principle: one-eight 
African blood made you, not 
seven-eighths Europeans, but 
‘black'. 

_ And the spectacularly complex 
ethno-cultural group that began to 
emerge in the Cape 300 years ago 
was aborted by dividing it ou foe 
crude basis of skin color: ‘white* 
Afrikaans -speaking Protestants 
(who owned everything), and 
‘Colored* Afrikaans*speaking 
jpretestants and Muslims (who did 

(Conld. on Pj». 14) 
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ifiious Cinema 



TEHRAN — The second 
Seminar on Religion in the Eye 
of the Cinema, organized by 
Art Bureau of Islamic Propa- 
gation Organization, wound up 
work a couple of weeks ago. 

The picturesque presence of 
eminent religious scholars 
from theological schools 
across the country at a seminar 
to settle religious ambiguities 
in die cinema, was perhaps the 
most important event in the 
Iranian cinema. 

Hojjatoleslam Ali Afsahi, 
secretary of the seminar elabo- 
rated more: Religious decrees 
from religious scholars have 
been issued on the religious 
ambiguities in the Iranian cin- 
ema. They are to be publicized 
in near future. 

He went on to say: In the 
2nd seminar, for the first time, 
two great theological schools 
of Qom and Mashhad dis- 
cussed issues on cinema. 

The presence of veteran art- 
ists in the seminar created a 
very warm atmosphere and 
paved the way for the link of 
religion and cinema. 

In his response to a question 
that whether religion limits the 
cinema, Hojjatoleslam Afsahi 



cultural aspect and hardware 
aspect. In its hardware aspect, 
cinema is linked with the West- 
ern civilization, not in cultural 
one. 

He added: No doubt, after 
the creation of cinema, the 



son. It must not only pay atten- 
tion to the appearance of 
religion. Rather it has to be on 
religious themes as honesty, 
friendship and the like. 
4 Where’s the Friend's House' 
directed by Abbas Kia Rostami 
is an example. You can make 
films on the life of the proph- 
ets, specially I recommend the 
life of Jesus Christ. 
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Cinematic research centers 
should be created in theologi- 
cal schools. Personally I will 
offer help in this regard. 


said: Unfortunately the cin- 
ema, like religion, has faced 
misunderstandings from those 
unfamiliar with them. Asking 
questions, like this, is a crystal 
dear example. Religion and 
cinema are not in contradiction 
with each other, rather the cin- 
ema meets, new horizons when 
mixed with religious princi- 
ples. 

Rejecting the view that 
“cinema is the brainchild of 
Western civilization, so it can- 
not be linked with the relig- 
ion,” the Hojjatoleslam said: 
Such a view is non-practical 
and non-technical. There are 
two aspects for civilization: 


global arrogance recognized 
its materialistic impact on the 
contemporary civilization in 
the West. They encouraged 
materiality in their produc- 
tions. However, there are 
some films shot under the same 
situation, which either clearly 
manifest divine values, or ne- 
glect capitalistic views. 

Here are some religious de- 
crees on cinema, issued by the 
eminent religious scholars: 


Working for cinema, is 
working in the way of God, for 
which Zakaox (alms) should be 
considered. 


A good TV serial abstains 
the young generation from do- 
ing evil. 

On the whole, all great re- 
ligious scholars agree display- 
ing images of the infallible 
Imams on screen should have 
no religious restrictions. And 
that theological students 
should be active in this field. 

Also present in the seminar 
were some veteran artists who 
in turn elaborated on the relig- 
ious cinema: 

Mohammad Ali Najafi, 
author, architect and film- 
maker defines religious cin- 
ema as ‘any kind of cinema 
which pays attention to the 
metaphysics and the spiritual- 
ity of human being in any way 
possible.* 

Daryoush A [join and, thea- 
ter and cinema actor, who cast 
the role of Malek Ashtar in 
Imam Ali TV series, gave some 


words on the religious cinema: 

“Principally, I believe that 
art is something metaphysical. 
Is is materialized with meta- 
physical feelings, emotions. 
Just when the artist ascends 
from worldly bounds, he cre- 
ates bis works. So' we can say 
that art is something meta- 
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said: In oar cinema 
entrapped in a chaos of 
In the Third World 
is not in tandem with 
ends. 

He added culture and tdlf 
ion enjoy various etaaesfet 
Myths, religion, art, pfaBo*. 
phy and science are the mao 
elements of culture. Then 
should be enough cufrurai ex- 
changes on the above topics, 
and it’s inevitable. 

But religion, on the otter 
hand, includes various ele- 
ments: personal experiences, 
rites and rituals, etc. 

The Hojjatoleslam referred 
to Felini, Bregraann, aaJ 
Tarkovski’s works as exaa-T 
pies of religious cinsna a ad 
said: In our cinema everything -| 
is represented incomplete, su- 
perficial, and it is just an imi- 
tation. 

Ali Reza Raisian, film di- 
rector and member of Central 
Council for the Film Direc- 
tors £ Society; Mohammad 

Reza Aslani, filmmaker; 
Hossein Setareh cameraman 

and graduate of cinema; Hojja- 
toleslam Hasan Idaram. re- 
searcher and instructor at Qom 

Theological -School, Nader 
Ebrahimi, author. Dr. Javad 
Azimi, philosophy professor at 
Mashhad University, were 
other lecturers in the seminm, 
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A religious film must b 
produced by a religious per 



• ■'V i 

^ffp* 



r. 


*. V 1 <-> •' • : 

X. **£ ,;$V 

■ “ v; < 

“o;:-.?r,iv land 






physical, something deep 
linked with spirituality.” 

Elsewhere Aijoroand said 
“no doubt there are some cul- 
tural gaps, some moral, 
ideologic and social differ- 
ences’* among different na- 
tions. There are common 
points, however, among dif- 
ferent nations that art is a meta- 
physical production. 

In his article on cultural in- 
teractions in the Cinema, Ho- 
jjatoleslam Salehi, head of the 
Khorasan General Department 
for Islamic Propagation and in- 
structor and professor at 
Mashhad Theological School 
and University of Mashhad, 


each with as essay. j 

Referring to verses 7T3i 
(Maedeh) from the Holys 
Qoran, Hojjatoleslam Idaram , c. 
said the said verses are on d* 
technology of cinema, 
cause tire first crime of i * 
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beings has been 
the vases like a docume fl * af ? 
feature film. This shows 

the nature of humanity andhS'' v„ 

man beings goes weO wifr ** ^ . 
religious cinema.” 

“Art and rd^KO both "■ 

for addressees, on who® MT". S 
rely their effectiveness. ' 

ers should go toward art 
cinema or else each ^ 

own way,” said Dr, Arimu ";V'“ „ 
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Tuesday , April 29 

Russia* Chechnya 
Peace in Danger 
After Bomb Attack 


-■^ve 



he fragile Rnssian-Chechen 
peace process was plunged 
^'•5, into crisis after both sides accusod 
each other of orchestrating . a 
n ih- ^ bloody rail station bomb attack. 

i! «PsrS^* US. Summons 

-*■ Israeli FM on Peace 

^ refettf ‘ Process 

-c^ann 



fee United States has called 
'Foreign Minister David 
Levy for talks in Washington on 
. deadlocked Palestinian peace proc- 
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S. Korea Agrees on 
Beijing Venue for 
Red Cross Talks 


L©nth Korea accepted North 
Korea’s choice of Beijing as 
the venue for proposed inter-Ko- 
rean Red Cross talks on food aid, 
officials, said, as aid agencies 
warned famine was now a reality 
in the North. . 


Wed*i&sday 3 April 30 

Death Toll in China 
T rain Crash Rises to 
65 
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death toll in the train col- 
lision in central-south 
Tuna's Hunan Province has risen 
€5, with 290 injured, a local 
gemanvnent official said. 

Sri Lanka Goes on 
R ed Alertaheadof 
May Day 

ecurity has been tightened in 
the Sri Lankan capital 
Colombo ahead of May Day rallies 
organized ty dozens of political 
parties and trade unions, officials 
said. 

Tajik President 
Injured in Hand 
Grenade Attack 


kajik President Emomali 
Rakhmonov was injured 
when a lone assailant hurled a hand 
^ grenade at him and his entourage 
^ i‘ in Khodzhent, a town in northern 
\f Tajikistan, a presidential spokes- 
- man said. 



C optic Pope Shenouda III ar- 
rived m Syria to meet with 
church leaders to discuss Jerusa- 
lem, relations with Muslims and 
the unity of Middle Eastern 
churches. 

Turkey to Import 
v Gas From Iran, 
Turkmenistan 



Energy and Natural 
'Resources Minister Recai 
Kutair said in Ankara that Ankara 
would mfcke use of Iran and Turk- 
menistan’s natural gas from 1999 
once pipelines were laid down for 
transfer of the fuel. 


Friday s May 2 

^ Blair Promises 
Government to 
Unite Britain 



tritain’s new Prime Minister 
'Tony Blair, savouring a stun- 
ning landslide victory, promised 
his Labor government would unite 
the nation after 18 years of Conser- 
vative rule. 

Turkish PM Gives 
Brass the Slip for 
Friday Prayers 

I slamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan under- 
scored his independence from the 
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Thursday ^ May 2 

Iraqi Kurd Rivals 
Reach Peace Accord 
in Tehran 

r eaders of rival Kurdish fac- 
tions in northern Iraq, Kurd- 
istan Islamic Movement (KIM) and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), have reached a general 
peace agreement after a flare-up in 
fighting. 

Coptic Pope Arrives 
in Syria for Church 
Meeting 



& 


Secretary of State 
^Madeleine Albright held 
more than two hours of unsched- 
uled talks with Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov, 
aimed at narrowing their differ- 
ences over NATO enlargement. 

Saturday 9 May 3 

South Africa Says 
Zaire Talks to Go 
Ahead 



.outh Africa said a. delayed 
'seaborne summit between 
Zaire's ailing President Mobutu 
Sese Seko and rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila would take plaop later in the 
day. 

Turkish Minister 
Vows to Close 
Down Islamic 
Centers 



jurkey's interior minister 
vowed to close down thou- 
sands of Islamic education centers 
in a military-inspired crackdown 
against v religious activism, Ana- 
tolian news agency said. 

Arafat Calls For 
World Intervention 
to Save Peace 
Process 

yy asser Arafat called on Presi- 
dent Clinton and the world 
community to save the deteriorat- 
ing peace process between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 


Sunday , May 4 

30,000 Demonstrate 
Against US. 
Sanctions 

n estimated 30,000 members 
\J®l.of a Burmese government- 
sponsored Mass Movement held a 
demonstration against a U.S. deci- 
sion two weeks ago to damp eco- 
nomic sanction on Burma. 
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secularist military, breaking away 
’ from an official air force ceremony 
to perform Muslim noon prayers. 

Albright Ends Talks 
With Primakov on 
NATO Enlargement 


Mon stay 3 May 3 

No' Agreement in 
Korean Food Talks, 
but Both Sides Still 
Optimistic 




fvtaly sent home 180 Albanians. 
X classified as “undesirables", 
just hours after they arrived on a 
boat packed with more than 1 ,000 
refugees at the southern port of 
Bari, coastguards said. 

Kabila Gives 
Mobutu Eight Days 
to Leave or Be 
Pushed Out 



Sese Seko he “perishes with his 


power” or hands over control of 
fee country in eight days.! 


IRAN IN HIGHLIGHT 


Tuesday, April 29 

Velayati Opens 7th 
ECO Council of 
Ministers Meeting 


Tj oreign Minister Ali Akbar 
X- Velayati- said (hat Iran is 
ready to contribute to implementa- 
tion of joint venture projects in the 
region. 


President 
Inaugurates ECO 
Ministerial Meeting 


he ECO is capable of ren- 
dering appropriate services 



ed Cross delegated from ri- 
•val North and South Korea 
broke off talks on direct delivery of 
growing food aid to the starving 
North without agreement, but 
promised further negotiations. 

Italy Repatriates 
180 Albanian 
“Undesirables” 


to its member states, President Ak- 
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani said, call- 
ing on ECO member states to make 
decisive decision to materialize the 
organization's key objectives. 




EU Embarked on a 
Childish Game 

'ikranian President Akbar 
Jl Hashemi Rafsanjani stressed 
that the Islamic Republic of Iran 
had long ago stopped critical dialog 
with the member states of the 
European Union (EU). 

Return of EU 
Envoys to Tehran, 
Major Setback for 
US. 


tY oreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Jl~* Velayati said fee return of 
EU ambassadors to Tehran is 
considered a major defeat for fee 
U.S. foreign policy. 
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President 

Inaugurates Shahid 
Rajaie Dam 





'resident Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani inaugurated fee 
giant Shahid Rajaie dam, irrigation 
network and Tajan diversion dam, 
in Sari, Mazandaran Province. 

1st Coronary, Heart 
Diseases Congress 
Inaugurated 

^he First Mediterranean Con- 
gress for Prevention of 
Heart and Coronary Diseases and 
the 10th annual Heart and Coro- 
nary Artery Congress was inaugu- 
rated in Isfahan with President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani's mes- 
sage read by Health Minister Ali 
Reza Marandi. 


Friday, May 2 


Next Century, 
Century of Islam 


visional Friday Prayer 
T- leader of Tehran Ayatollah 
Ahmad Jannati said that fee next 
century would be the century of 
Islam. 


Saturday. i\Iay 3 

People’s 
Participation in 
Elections Crucial 



^he Supreme Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, Ayatol- 
lah Seved Aii Khamenei high- 
lighted the importance of people's 
participation in the presidential 
elections and called on the ulema 
and the preachers to guide people 
to elect the most qualified candi- 
date for the post. 

President 
Appreciates 
Teachers’ Services 



resident Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani appreciated fee 
services being rendered by Iranian 
teachers. 
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Iran, China Call for 
Expansion of Ties 




resident Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani received Chi- 
nese Vice-Premier Li Lanqing and 
told him that close cooperation be- 
tween Iran and China as two great 
powers of the region will help 
maintain stability in the region. 

Leader Visits 
Tehran Int’l Book 
Fair 



| he Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei, paid a three- 
hour visit to fee 10th Tehran Inter- 
national Book Fair. 

Monday. May 5 

Velayati Arrives in 
Cairo 

oreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati arrived in Cairo on 
fee first leg of his four Arab-nation 
tour, which will also take him to 
Lebanon, Yemen and Syria. 
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(/married couple that just 
didn’t seem as though they should 
fit together — yet they are both 
happy in the marriage, and you 
can’t figure out why? 

I know of one couple: He is a 
burly ex-athlete who, in addition 
to being a successful salesman, 
coached Little League, was active 
in his Rotary Club and pbyed golf 
every Saturday with friends. 
Meanwhile, his wife is petite, 
quiet and a complete homebody. 
She doesn't even like to go out to 
dinner. 

What mysterious force drives 
us into the arms of one person, 
while pushing us away from an- 
other who might appear equally 
desirable to any unbiased ob- 
server? 

Of the many factors influencing 
our idea of the perfect mate, one 
of the most telling, according to 
John Money, professor emeritus 
of medical psychology and pediat- 
rics at Johns Hopkins University, 
is what he calls our “lovemap" — 
a group of messages encoded in 
our brains that describes our likes 
and dislikes. Zt shows our prefer- 
ences in hair and eye color, in 
voice, smell, body build. It also 
records the kind of personality that 
appeals to us, whether it’s the 
warm and friendly type or the 


strong,- silent type. 

In short, we fall for and pursue 
those people who most clearly fit 
our lovemap. And this lovemap is 
largely determined in childhood. 
By age eight, the partem for our 
ideal mate has already begun to 
float around in our brains. 

When I lecture, I often ask cou- 
ples in the audience what drew 
them to their dates or mates. An- 
swers range from “She’s strong 
and independent” and “1 go for ■ 
redheads” to “I love his sense of 
humor” and “That crooked smile, 
that's what did it.” 

I believe what they say. But I 
also know that if I were to ask 
those same men and women to 
describe their mothers, there 
would be many similarities be- 
tween their ideal mates and their 
moms. Yes, our mothers — the 
first real love of our lives — write 
a significant portion of our love- 
map. 

When we're little, our mother 
is the center of our attention, and 
we are the center of hers. So our 
mother’s characteristics leave an 
indelible impression, and we are 
forever after attracted to people 
with her facial features, body type, 
personality, even sense of humor. 

If our mother was warm and giv- 
ing. If our mother was strong and 
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You will need... 


Preparation time 
20 minutes 

Cooking time 
30 minutes 
Oven setting 
4O0°F; gas marie 6 


6 oz. short crust pastry 

1 small tin evaporated milk 

1 oz. plain flour 

2 oz. butter 

1 small onion 

3 oz. ham, diced 

7 oz. can corn 

1 teaspoon mustard 
salt and pepper 
3 oz. grated cheese 
few sprigs parsley 


L ine an 8-inch flan ring with the pastry. Trim the edges and 
bake blind for 20 minutes. Allow to cooL Make the milk ^ 
to \ pint with water. Whisk in flour and add half the butter. Bring 
to the boil, st irrin g until thickened. 

Chop the onion finely and fry in remaining butter »m«ii soft. 
Add to the mixture with the ham and drained com, mustard, 
salt and pepper. Mix well. 

Four into prepared flan case, sprinkle with cheese and grin 
until browned. Serve cold, garnished with parsley. 

Serves 4. 


To prevent the pastry from stretch- 
ing, wrap U round a floured roll- 
ing pin. Then lift up and place 
gently into flan case. It will unroll 
very easily into place. 
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B hree are generally rec- 
ognized: episodic 

(specific events such as 
what you had for dinner); se- 
mantic (generalized knowledge 
not connected to any one in- 
stance of learning); and proce- 
dural or skill (how you ride a 
bike, etc.) 


mm 



even tempered, we are going to be 
attracted to a fair-minded strength 
in our mates. 

The mother has an additional 
influence on her sons: she not only 
gives them slues to what they will 
find attractive in a mate, but also 
affects how they feel about women 
in general. So if she is warm and 
nice, her sons are going to think 
that’s the way women and respon- 
sive lovers and also be cooperative 
around the house. 

Conversely, a mother who has 
a depressive personality, and is 
sometimes friendly but then sud- 
denly turns cold and rejecting, 
may raise a man who becomes a 
“dance-away lover.” Because 
he’s been so scared about love 
from his mother, he is afraid of 
commitment and may pull away 
from a woman for this reason. 

While the mother determines in 
large part what qualities attract us 
in a mate, it’s the father — the first 
male in our lives — who influ- 
ences how we relate to the oppo- 
site sex. Fathers have an enormous 
effect on their children's person- 
alities and chances of marital hap- 
piness. 

Just as mothers influence their 
son’s general feelings toward 
women, fathers influence their 
daughter’s general feelings about 
men. If a father lavishes praise on 
his daughter and demonstrates that 
she is a worthwhile person, she'll 
feel very good about herself in 
relation to men. But if the father is 
cold, critical or absent, the daugh- 
ter will tend to feel she’s not very 
lovable or attractive. 

What about opposites? Are they 
really attracted to each other? Yes 
and no. In many ways we want a 
mirror image of ourselves. Physi- 
cally attractive people, for exam- 




pie, are usually drawn to a partner 
who’s equally attractive. 

In addition, most of us grow up 
with people of similar social cir- 
cumstances. We hang around with 
people in the same town; our 
friends have about the same edu- 
cational backgrounds and career 
goals. We tend to be most com- 
fortable with these people, and 
therefore we tend to link up with 
others whose families are often 
much like our own. 

Robert Winch, a longtime soci- 
ology professor at Northwestern 
Unive rsity, s tated in his research 
that dur choice of a marriage part- 
ner involves a number of social 
similarities. But he also main- 
tained that we look for someone 
with complementary needs. A 
talker is attracted to someone who 
likes to listen, or an aggressive 
personality may seek out a more 
passive partner. 

It’s rather like the old, but per- 
ceptive, saying on the subject of 
marriage that advises future part- 
ners to make sure that the holes in 
one’s bead fit the bumps in the 
other’s. Or, as Winch observed, 
it's the balancing out of sociologi- 
cal likenesses and psychological 
differences that seems to point the 
way for the most solid lifelong 
romance. 

However, there are instances 
where people of different social 
backgrounds end op getting mar- 
ried and being extremely happy. I 
know of one man, a factory 
worker from a traditional Irish 
family in Chicago, who fell in love 
with an African-American Bap- 
tist. When they got married, their 
friends and relatives predicted' a 
quick failure. But 25 years later. 



the marriage is still strong. 

It turns out that the woman was 
like her mother-in-law-a loving 
and caring person, the type who 
rolls up her sleeves and volunteers 
to work at church or help out peo- 
ple in need. This is the quality that 
her husband fell for. and it made 
color and religion and any other 
social factors irrelevant to him. 

Or as George Bums, who was 
Jewish Allen, used to say: his mar- 
riage was his favorite gig, even 
though it was Gracie who got aQ 
the laughs. The two of them did 
share certain social similarities — 
both grew up in the city, in large 
but poor families. Yet what really 
drew them together was evident 
from the first time they went on 
stage together. They comple- 
mented each other perfectly: he 
was the straight man, ami she de- 
livered the punch lines. 

There are certainly such “odd 
couples” who could scarcely be 
happier. We all know some drop- 
dead beautiful person married to 
an unusually plain wallflower. 
This is a trade-off some call the 
equity theory. 

When men and women possess 
a particular asset, such as high 
intelligence, unusual beauty, a 
personality that makes others 
swoon, or a hefty bankroll that has 
die same effect, some decide to 
trade their assets for someone 
else’s strong points. The raging 
beauty may trade her luster for the 
power and security that come with 
big bucks. The not-so-talented fel- 
low from a good family may but 
brilliantly talented mate. 

Indeed, almost any combina- 
tion can survive and thrive. Once, 
some neighbors of mine stopped 
by for a friendly social engage- 
ment. During the evening Robert, 
a man in his 50s, suddenly blurted 
out, “What would you say if your 
daughter planned to marry some- 
one who has a ponytail and insisted 
in doing the cooking? 

“Unless your daughter loves 
cooking,” I responded, “I’d say 
she was darn lucky.” 


“Exactly, “h«*jfr f 
”Jt*s really 
— that old macho 


head again. The point i * fa 
in love.” 

1 tried to -reasssftj 
pointing out that die yn mg 
their daughter had picked 
seemed to be a relaxed, nceyT 
mental sort of person a 
shared with her own mother, t 

Is there such a flung as fog J 
first sight? Why not? WWpeopJ 
become love-struck, whatha^ 
in that instant is the c oopfc 
ably discovers a unique 
they have in common.. bcatife 
something as mundane as 
both were reading the same boot 
or were born in the same town. At 
the same time they recognizes^ 
trait in the other (hat camp&eBms 
their own personality. 

I happen to be one of those who 

was struck by the magic wand. Qj 
that fateful weekend, while I wb 
a sophomore at Cornell Univer- 
sity, I had a terrible cold and hesi- 
tated to join my family an vaotika 
in the Catskil! Mountains. Fusty 
1 decided anything would be beat? 
than sitting alone in my dormitory 
room. 

That night as I was preparing to 
go to dinner, my sister mshedsp 
the stairs and said, “When ym 
walk into that dining room, you're 
going to meet the man yon'II 
marry.” 

1 think I said something like 
“Buzz off! ” But mu sister couldn't 
have been more right. I knew it 
from the moment I saw frim, and 
the memory still gives me goose 
flesh. He was a premed student.! 
also at Cornell, who incidentally 
also had a bad cold. I fell in low 
with Milton the instant I met hm 
Milt and 1 were married for J 
years, until his death in 1989. Aa 
all that time we experienced a low 
that Eric Fromm called a “feeling 
of fusion, of oneness,” even while 
we both continued to change, grow 
and fulfill our lives. 

(Courtesy the Reader's Digest) 
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Spotlight: Indonesia 

d /« 




I orobodur, the prodigious 
Buddhist monument stand- 
ing against the paddy fields of 
Kedu in Java is a blend of Hindu, 
Buddhist and ethnic Javanese ar- 
chitecture. Tt has the look of being 
set apart in time and thought even 
though it stands against the glow- 
ing green of the paddy fields on the 
fertile plain. 

The statistics of the monument 
are awesonte: over two million 
blocks of stone with a total volume 
of 55,000 cu mts, each stone 
weighing about 100 kgs, stone 
carved panels which if set end to 
end would measure over five kins, 
1472 stupas, 432 life-sized statues 
of the Buddha made of single 
blocks of stone, and 72 other Bud- 
dha statues m stupas encircling the 
main stupa. 

Historians estimate that it rniSf 
have taken 70 years to btiiid it with 
hundreds of men toiling to carry 
the huge blocks of stone quaried 
from die rivers, hauling them up 
the hill and juxtaposing them so 
feat they fit — without mortar. And 
the carvings which must have been 
executed by different artists and 
sculptors have a finesse and sym- 
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1 The ornate gateway to the 
monument. 

holism which speak of intense . 
.commitment, not to talk of ait- . 
istry. 

The story of the monument is 
equally mysterious. It reveals the 
Javanese-Hindu and Buddhist in- 
fluences which duped die region 
at 'feat point of time, and the lin- 
gering vestiges which remain. It 
was built around 760 A J5. prob- 
ably on a square foundation begun 
by Hindus on which it was super- . 
imposed. It is a hlend of Hindu, 
Buddhist and ethnic Javanese ar- 
chitecture and a representation of 
the Hindu and Buddhist influences 
which existed in Indonesia. Com- 
pleted around 830 A.O., it was 
abandoned for a thousand years 
until it was discovered again in 
1814 when a Dutch engineer 
cleared overgrowth to get to the 
concealed monument. In a way, 
the vegetation and volcanic ash 
from the surrounding mountains 
tielpted preserve the monument. 

It is constructed on a small hill 
in concentric terraces of decreas- 
ing size' soaring like steps to the 
central peak in the form of a huge 
stupa: The Hindu influence is evi- 
dent in the square base and in the 
stories depicted on (he carved pan- 
els, and the njytholqgical figures 
of the kinnaras. which are haJf-hu- 


Built in a period of 70 years, the awesome monument is 
a symbol of spirituality that has withstood the ravages 
of time and weather. 



Stop as resembling Inverted fctizs bios 


man and half-bird and the kola 
makaras, monsters representing 
time and its transcience. The latter 
form the top of ornate gateways so 
feat when one gets to fee top it 
looks as if he is approaching the 
jaws of these monsters. 

Climbing the Borobodur is a 
pilgrimage in itself. The galleries 
on the terraces have reliefs rich in 
expression and magnitude as 
though every phase of life was 
; .represented. The galleries, after 
all, are a representation of all that 
is associated with Buddha — his 
life, teachings and fee Jataka tales. 

There is the birth of fee Buddha 
showing Mahamaya, his mother, 
with a white elephant nearby, 
scenes from his childhood and 
marriage, scenes of old age, dis- 
ease and death which caused him 
to give up his life of princely pleas- 
ure, the demons of Mara trying to 
distract him, and the attainment of 
enlightenment. The Jataka tales 
which detail the previous reincar- 
nations of the Buddha in fee form 
of birds and animals are charming. 

As one climbs higher and 
higher more and more pictures un- 
fold on the walls with a wealth of 
detail. According to a guide, three 
spiritual phases are represented 
here; the base which was kamad- 
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like inverted lotus blossoms with 
square and diamond-shaped lat- 
tices through which light filters in 
dappling the insides. Most of the 
Buddhas inside are missing, hut 
there is one where the top of the 
stupa had been removed — a com- 
plete perfect Buddha gleaming in 
the sunlight, wife an expression of 
ineffable peace. 

At fee top is a huge stupa, but 
the Buddha inside is missing. 
Some say there was a 13-tiered 
parasol on a tall spire whose out- 
line was supposed to resemble the 
profile of Gunadharma. the al- 
leged architect. 

The Borobodur symbolizes dif- 
ferent things to different people. 
To some it is Mount Mem, the 
holy mount of the Hindus (the 
Sailendras who built it consider 
their name to mean “lords of the 
mountain")* some consider it a 
symbol of a spiritual whole. Yet 
this monument which is 200 years 
older than fee Notre Dame, and 
was built at the auspicious junction 
of two rivers, was abandoned for 
a long, long time, probably due to 
a shift in power. It has come into 
its own again, having gone 
through various restorations, the 
last being as late as fee 1980s. 

As the Borobodur stands mag- 
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The complete Buddha with the expression of ineffable |K?ace. 


haiu or world of passion and the 
transcience of temporal life; and 
arupadhatu or the attainment of 
nirvana right at the top. 

As one reaches the top one will 


nificent among paddy fields, one 
cannot help but experience fee in- 
effable peace that is associated 
with the Buddha. (Courtesy of The 
Hindu magazine, weekly edition. 
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f organ, with an area of 
*2,880 sq kins, is located 
east of fee Caspian Sea province of 
M azan daran and north of the Ai- 
borz mountains. It resembles a tri- 
angle with its vertex in the north 
and base in the south. Its eastern 
side lies along the city of Aliabad-e 
Katoul and its western side Bandar 
Turkoman and Kord Kouy. In fee 
south its neighbors are the cities of 
Shahroud and Damgban and fee 
Shahkouh highland. It is connected 
to the capita] city Tehran through 
fee mountainous Haraz road pass- 
ing through fee cities of Amol, 
Babol, Qaem Shahr, Sari and 
Behshahr. The road is 386 kms 
long. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES 



i he city is divided into two 
/sections; mountainous and 
plain. The highland is in the south- 
ern sector of fee city; major peaks 
are the 3,767-meter high Shah 
Kouh, fee 3, 940-raeter high Qaleh 
Shah and fee 2, 875-meter high Ahr 
Kouh in the south. The plain which 
is in fee north of the city is fee 
extension of fee vast Gorgan plain. 

CLIMATE 



.. _ Mhe city has a moderate 
)Jj^/Caspian climate. Com- 
pared to other parts of fee Caspian 
Sea province of Gilan and Mazan- 
daran, it has relatively less annual 
rainfall (600mm). Lower humidity 
prolongs duration of heat leading 
to warmer climate in summer and 
more lower-than-zero tempera- 
tures in winter. 

BRIEF HISTORY 



According to some histori- 
'ans, part of Gorgan was 
under fee control of the Medians 
and major settlements were under 
the Achaemenians. The Gorganese 
were among the most elite mem- 
bers of the Imperial Guard of King 
Darius I. Under the Sassanids for- 
tifications were built around the 
area to prevent intrusion of hostile 
northern tribes and old walls 
around the area were repaired and 
reinforced. 

Following the advent of Islam 
Gorgan was conquered in 22 A.H. 
by Sweid Ibn-Moghren (according 
to Ibn-Assir Gorgan was con- 
quered by Sa'ad Ibn-Aes during 
the rule of fee Ottomans in 30 
A.H.). In 21 1 and 212 A.H. Gor- 
gan was ruled by Abdullah Ibn-Ta- 
hir. 

Gorgan and Tabarestan were 
conquered by Toghrol in 433 A.H. 
Under Sultan Takesb, and on his 
behalf, the house of Kabo ud Jam eh 
ruled over fee area. The city, like 
many other Iranian cities, was de- 
stroyed and reduced to ruins by the 
Mongols and its inhabitants mi- 
grated to Estrahad and settled 
there. 

In 1020 A.H. Shah Abbas Sa- 
favid traveled to Mazandaran and 
built the Muharak-Ahad castle. He 
later settled fee Qajar tribe in this 
area. The castle could not house 
all the tribesmen so they settled in 
two sides of the city. Estrahad 
remained under their control till 
the fall of the Safavid Dynasty. 
Under the Safavids. Estrahad was 
called Dar Al-Moumeenin (house 
of believers). This was because 
many of those whose roots could 
he traced to Prophet Mohammad 
(S) inhabited (he region. 

After the Safavid Dynasty, 
Gorgan came under the rule of 
Nader Shah of the Afshar Dy- 
nasty. Repeated attacks of Turk- 


omans prompted Nader Shah to 
give orders for the building of for- 
tifications around fee city which 
resembled a castle on top of which 
chariots and cannons were on pa- 
trol. For every 500 meters a dirt 
tower surrounded by a vast ditch 
was erected. 

In old times, Gorgan had five 
gates; Bastam in fee east, Chechei 
Dokhtaran in the south, Mazan- 
daran in the west, Sabz Mashhad 
or Foujoud in fee north and Denk- 
oudian in Sabz Mashhad. 

Houses had high walls and 
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which was excavated by fee French 

archaeologist Jan Dehe between 
1967-1972. His discoveries.proved 
that this part belonged to the mil- 

lenium between fee Sassanids and 
Timurian eras. The main discovery 
was a Sassanid castle belonging to 
the period between the third and 
fifth centuries. The castle is a 
round area built by clay bricks at 
the time of the Parthians. What 
remains of it now is a tower in the 
northern sector and a 50-meter 
long wall wife oval-shaped towers. 



heavy doors which turned them 
into impenetrable fortresses in the 
face of lightning attacks of fee 
Turkomans. After the Turkomans 
settled in the area in 1364, the 
fortresses and towers were 
brought down and the ditches were 
filled up. 

Now Gorgan is a thriving city 
with wide boulevards and streets, 
beautiful and green parks. The 
newly built high-rise buildings, 
large squares and major company 
offices speak of an active and 
booming economy. 

MAIN HISTORICAL SITES 
TourangHill 

' 1 





I j, n the Tourang Tapeh re- 
i-C/gion, 17 kms east of Gor- 
gan. there is a 30-meter high hill 


f,he Defense Wall of Gor- 
^gan, known also as Iskan- 
dar or Anoushiravan Barrier, is 
one of fee most important histori- 
cal sites of the Gorgan plain. The 
155-km-long wall is built from the 
eastern side of the Caspian Sea, the 
Khajeh Nafas region, and passes 
through fee northern edge of Gon- 
bacJ Kavous, stretches northwest 
and joins the Pishkami mountains. 
The history books of the Islamic 
era attribute fee wall to the time of 
Firouz Sassanid or Khosrow I. 
However, according to archaeolo- 
gists, fee wall dates back to fee 
Parthian era. The wail was re- 
stored during fee Sassanid Dy- 
nasty. (To be cont’d) 


Brain Teaser 



i \atch the descriptions listed 
below with the- names of 
people who have featured promi- 
nently in recent news stories. 

I. President of Tajikistan 
who was recently the target of an 
assassination attempt. 

2. Russian commander who 
was relieved of his past by Presi- 
dent Yeltsin. 

3. Russian foreign minister. 

4. Pakistan's newly ap- 
pointed foreign minister. 

5. Britain's former prime 
minister popularly known as (he 
“Iron Lady.” 

6. Britain's new prime min- 
ister. 

7. Whitewater prosecutor in- 
vestigating charges against 
President & Mrs. Clinton. 

8. United Nations secretary- 
general. 

9. Peruvian president who 
featured prominently in a hos- 


tage-taking crisis. 

10. President of Zaire who 
held talks at sea with u rebel 
leader. 

11. U.S. Federal Commissior. 
chairman considered the next 
most powerful man in the U.S. 
after Pres. Clinton. 

12. Australian ambassador to 
the UN who replaces Rolf Ekeus 
as head of the UN Commission 
monitoring Iraq’s compliance 
with conditions for disarma- 
ment. 

A. Kofi Annan 

B. Alberto Fujimori 

C. Mobutu Sese Seko ^ 

D. Alan Greenspan JJ 

E. Richard Butler f 

F. Imamuli Rakhmanov 

G. Alexundr Lebed 

H. Yevgeny Primakov 

I. Shamshed Ahmad 

J. Marugret Thatcher 

K. Tony Blair 

L. Kenneth Starr 
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1984 —The Thames Barrier in 
London, constructed to stem the 
flow of the tidal river and prevent 
flooding, was officially opened. 

1988 — Robert Heinlein, one 
of America's most prolific writers 
whose science fiction classics in- 
cluded “Stranger in a Strange 
Land”, died. 

1989 — Janos Kadar, the archi- 
tect of modern Hungary, was 
dropped from his ceremonial post 
of Communist Party president and 
from his post on the policy-making 
central committee of the party. 

1990 — Cardinal Tomas O 
Fiaich, head of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in Ireland, died during 
a pilgrimage to the French "shrine 
\>f lour ties. " 

1S90 — The Estonian Parlia- 
ment voted to change the country's 
name to Republic of Estonia from 
the Estonian Soviet Socialist Re- 
public. 

1995 — French President-Elect 
Jacques Chirac began a symbolic 
takeover of power to meet world 
leaders celebrating VE-Day in 
Paris. 

1995 — Germans and leaders 
of the main wartime allies who 
defeated them 50 years ago sat side 
by side in Berlin to honor the dead 
of the World War II. 

1996 — South Africa's Consti- 
tutional Assembly adopted the 
country's permanent post- Apart- 
heid constitution. 

1996 — Former Nazi SS Cap- 
tain Erich Priebke went on trial in 
Rome charged with involvement 
in the killing of 335 men and boys 
in Italy’s worst World War II 
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TOMORROW 
IH HISTORY 


1547 — Henry Gordon .&& 
fridge, founder of Selfirid^s De- 
partment Store in London, tfexL * 7 ; 

1967 — India's VfeoF tesfckhrt 
7-alrir Hussain is named pnriirfi at 
of India, bec om ing fintliadnio 
bold that office. 

1968 — U.S. and Nbrfr Vl£ 
.namese negotiators as semble fer. 
Paris for preliminary Vietnam 
peace talks. 

1973 — United Nations report 
says world no longer has enough 
gram reserves for buffer against 

major crop failures. 

1970 — Bullet -riddled body of 
Italy's former prune minister Aide?' 
More is found in parked car. nr 
central Rome, 34 days after hie 
abduction. 
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t rack sentence below contains ONE mistake. Rewrite the sentences , correcting the 
/ mistakes . 


1987 — Polish jetliner bound 
for New York crashes into forest 
outside Warsaw, kilting all 183 
people aboard. 

1989 — Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) officially in- 
quests membership in UNESCO 
(United Nation Educational. Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organization). 





**Why are there lines on your 

palms if not to tell the future?” 
asks the palmist “What other pur- 
pose can they serve?” 

The stem of the palm has to be 
taut If the skin is as loose as on 
the outer side of the band, you will 
not be able to grasp things well. 
They will slip out easily from your 
hands. The skin of the palm re- 
mains taut because it is at t ached at 
^Carious points to a sheet of fibrous 
tissue lying beneath it As (he skin 
is drawn inwards at those points, 
creases or lines form on die upper 
surface. 

These lines which we call Life 
Line, Head line, Fate Line and so 
on, have not been put there to 
serve any purpose. They are the 
result of die pinning of the sltin to 
the underlying tissue. 

The only tines on the palm that 
are useful to us, are die small lines 
railed papillary ridges which are 
present all over the palm but are 
p rominent at the fingertips. The 
patterns or prints these tines form 
are unique to each person and can 
be used to identify the person. 


1. 1 was about leaving my flat when I heard a loud bang. 


2. 1 quickly turned back and saw a bright flash. 


3. Someone had exploded my flat! 


4. 1 immediately phoned to the fire brigade. 


5. As soon as they arrived, thqr looked at my flat astonished ly. 


6. It was over two hours before the flames had extinguished. 


7. They asked me why had someone tried to kill me. 


8. 1 didn’t know who was capable to do such a terrible thing. 


9. The pofice were extremely convinced that whoever it was would try to do it again. 


10. Consequently, I decided to go and stay with my best friend in Newport inptfg d to go 
my office in Bridgetown. 



■UMOjaSpug" 

01 »ibo Xui cn SluoS jo psatstn uod/notf m puauj isaq Am qjiM Xejs pui* oS 01 pappap j ‘XpuanbasiKo 

•uibSb ji op oj Xu pjnoM sea ji jaywoqM icqj paouiAUoa XnBjoj/Xpmjosqe ojom aagod aqr 6 

■Stanp afliuai b qons 3mop jo PjqedBO sea oqA moi iq j.upip j . g 
•am n pi oj pauj pBq puoamos XqM am pojpB Xaqx L 
•paqsmSnp^p nasq pmj/ajsM sounry aqj aiojaq sjnoq omj jzaq sea ji -q. 
luaunjsiuojsE m ray Xm je pa*»t Xaq, ‘poAitre Xaqj se coos sy s 
'ppaSuq ajy Pip psuoqd Xpnnpacran j 
P*ll Xm dn UMOfq peq guosmog £ 
qsEy jqSuq b mbs put punou paurq Xppmb j 
•3uBq pno| e pnsq j uoqM jey Xui ainaf 01 jnoqu sem i *| 


W indows open to reveal 

Hawns cut from w tappi ng 
paper which could also w r ap a gift- 
Cut glossy green card 22 by 15cm 
(8% by Gin}. Scare apd fold 11cm 
(4%in). Cm a 4cm (l%m) 
eq nflaftna l t riangle cemplaw- Open 
card flat and on die inside front 
draw four m a n gles. With seed ruler 
and craft knife cot two rides of 
t ri a ng les and score third. 

Cut a piece of white paper die «am» 
size as die dos e d card and lay it 
under the card front. Open op 
windows and draw the triangW 

*roogh the windows. These wiH be 


P*ces of flowered paper. Mask top 
tea-hand comer of inside of card 

.and paper with a cross. Cut out fimr 
tnaT »gks of flowezs. 


™ uower mangles on paper 
wwr narked m penciL Place aline 
« poc dong afi four edges on front 

of Papa- and attach fee down on 























